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JDVERlISEMENT. 

A JOiwithJlandmg  the  number  and  variety 
of  publications  upon  the  prefent  fub- 
jedU  Author  flatters  himfelf  that  his  ob- 
fervations  ( the  refult  of  much  experience)  will 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  Faculty  ; efpecially 
the  junior  part  of  it,  to  whofe  perufA  this 
EJfay  is  particularly  recommended. 


Common  cafes,  or  fuch  as  daily  occur, ^ and 
are  fiot  attended  with  any  unufual  fymptoms, 
are  purpofely  omitted',  and  to  avoid  prolixity, 
a few  only  of  the  other  kind  are  mferted,  they 
being  thought  fufficient  to  elucidate  the  fiibjedl. 


Recent  cafes  arc  likewife  pretermitted,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  idea  of  relapfes,  which 
even  the  7nof  impartial  reader  might  otherw  fe 
haye  fuggejied. 
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Farliamott 
yune  26th,  1780. 
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A 

PRACTICAL  ESSAY 

t 

O N T H E 

VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

The  Venereal  Difeafe,  beyond  all  others, 
having  by  its  peculiar  virulence  and 
frequent  attacks  upon  the  human  body,  made 
the  mod;  alarming  depredations  therein,  no 
temporal  fubjedt,  I prefume,  ought  fooner 
to  claim  our  attention,  than  the  thorough 
inveftigation  and  fpeedy  fubjedlion  of  fo  for- 
midable an  enemy. — Many  and  various  have 
been  the  opinions  of  the  learned,  relative  to 
' the  time  and  place  of  its  firft  appearance — 
this  circumftance  has  afforded  an  ample 
field  for  difputation  t’o  both  ancients  and 
moderns;  of  whom  fome  the  rnoft  eminent, 
at  different  periods,  have  very  ingenioufly 
and  candidly  treated  upon  the  fubjedl ; not- 
withftanding  which,  the  matter  is  yet 
doubtful  and  likely  to  remain  fo.  A know- 
ledge of  the  precife  origin  of  the  difeafe 
muff  however  appear  of  but  little  impor- 
tance, when  put  in  competition  with  that 
of  the  mofl  effedual  remedy  for  the  radical 
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cure  of  it.  I fhall  therefore  leave  fuch  con- 
troverfies  to  thofe  who  are  fonder  of,  or 
may  be  better  qualified  to  adjuft  them  than 
mylelf,  and  reft  contented  with  recom- 
mending the  moft  radical  and  eafy  method 
of  removing  fo  loathfome  a difeafe.  This 
mode  of  cure  is  the  moft  gentle  and  effica- 
cious, as  will  appear  in  the  following  pages: 
it  will  ftand  the  teft  of  the  ftridleft  fcrutiny, 
being  founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  long 
experience  and  uninterrupted  fuccefs.  In 
fupport  of  this  affertion,  I fhall  produce 
fome  very  remarkable , cafes,  feledled  from 
many  hundreds,  where  the  ufual  or  general 
modes  of  cure  had  proved  abortive. 

It  has  been  frequently  obferved,  that 
the  knowledge  of  a difeafe  is  half  its  cure  ; 
in  no  inftance  can  I fuppofe  this  adage  to 
have  been  more  fully  verified  than  in  the 
Venereal  Difeafe;  which,  Proteus  like,  ap- 
pears in  fo  many  different  forms,  that  very 
often  it  will  require  no  fmall  ffiare  of  judg- 
ment and'experience  to  difiinguiffi  it  from 
fome  other  dlftemper,  whofe  fymptoms  it 
may  refemble  in  many  refpeds,  or  with 
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which  It  may  in  reality  be  combined*  This 
being  the  cafe  we  muft  not  wonder  at  the 
many  errors  daily  committed  by  the  igno-  • 
rant,  or  inexperienced  in  the  profeffion. 

Almost  innumerable  have  been  the 
inftances  of  reputed  rheumatifms,  nervous 
■head-achs,  wandering  gouts,  fcurvies,  de- 
clines, confumptions,  &c.  &c.  which,  upon 
a minute  inveftigation,  have  been  proved 
to  be  venereal.  A happy  circumftance, 
when  this  difcovery  is  made  early  enough 
to  fave  the  patient  from  an  untimely  grave ; 
but  alas  ! how  frequently  does  the  reverfc 
happen  ? 

This  melancholy  obfervation  is  parti- 
cularly corroborated  in  the  great  number 
of  atrophies,  or  confumptions,  by  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  are  many  of 
them  fuppoled  to  be  deftroyed.  This 
fatality  has  generally  been  afciibed  to  the 
climate,  but  I am  firmly  perfuaded,  that, 
upon  a.fi:ri£l  and  impartial  enquiry,  many 
other  caufes  may  be  afligned  ; and  amongfi: 
them,  Venus  will  be  found  to  have  had  no 
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fmall  fhare.  I am  induced  to  be  of  this 
opinion  from  the  many  inftances  that  have 
fallen  under  my  own  immediate  infpedion, 
where  patients,  after  having  been  pro- 
nounced to  be  in  the  laft  flages  of  a con- 
lumption,  and  given  over 'as  loft,  have 
been  perfedly  reftored  by  the  ufe  of  anti- 
venereals.  A circumftance  of  fuch  impor- 
tance, moft:  certainly  merits  the  attention 
of  every  medical  practitioner.  Should  this 
admonition  take  the  deftred  effeCt,  I (hall 
experience  the  greateft  fatisfaCtion  in  hav- 
ing rendered  fuch  an  eilential  fervice  to  the 
community, 

I N the  following  fheets  it  will  evidently 
appear,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  in  every 
ftate  or  ftage,  from  the  mildeft  to  the  moft: 
inveterate,  may  be  perfectly,  eafily,  and 
fafely  cured,  without  falivation  ; and  that 
the  patient,  although  labouring  under  a 
confirmed  pox,  will  not  be  confined  within 
doors  a fingle  day  during  the  whole  time 
he  may  be  taking  fuch  medicines  as  will 
effect  a radical  cure.  I fhall  likewife  de- 
monftrate  that  gleets  of  every  denomination 

are 
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are  curable,  provided  the  origin  of  each  be 
duly  inveftlgated,  and  in  confeqnence  there- 
of, a fuitable  remedy  not  only  applied,  but 
regularly  perfevered  in  for  a length  of  time, 
proportionable  to  the  • caule  : to  the  want 
of  that  perfeverance,  in  my  opinion,  may 
often  be  aferibed  the  want  of  luccefs  in 
the  general  treatment  of  gleets  ; for  I do 
not  recoiled:  (ainongft  the  great  number 
and  variety  of  my  patients  for  feveral  years 
paft)  three  cales  which  did  not  give  way, 
or  were  not  cured,  by  properly  and  ftridly 
perfiffing  in  the  ufe  of  injedions  or  bougies, 
and  fome  internal  alteratives. 

T o prove  not  only  the  inexpediency,  but 
the  inefficacy  of  falivation  in  venereal  ma- 
ladies, I ffiall  produce  feveral  cafes,  in  which 
its  effeds  were  merely  palliative  ; in  other 
words,  afforded  only  a temporary  relief,  al- 
though repeated  even  to  a fourth  or  fifth 
time  ; after  which  the  fame  patients  (not- 
withffanding  the  violent  ffiock,  and  manifeff 
injury  their  conftitutions  had  thereby  luf- 
tained)  were  perfedly  and  radically  cured 
by  that  eafy  gentle  method,  which  I mean 
to  recommend,  namely,  the  alterative  one. 

For 
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For  argument  fake  only,  fuppofe  we 
admit  that  falivation  is  efficient  and  might 
be  depended  upon  ; what  man  in  his  fenfes 
but  would  give  the  preference  to  the  me- 
thod here  propofed  ? When  he  confiders 
how  extremely  difgufting  and  painful  the 
procefs  of  falivation  is  univerfally  allowed 
to  be,  the  confequent  confinement  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  therein,  and  the  many 
other  difagreeables  that  generally  or  fre- 
quently fucceed  it ; fuch  as  deflrudion  of 
the  teeth  and  gums,  and  the  foetid  or  .{link- 
ing breath  thereby  occafioned : the  great 
relaxation  of  the  falivary  glands,  or  an 
erofion  of  their  excretory  dudts,  producing 
a copious  troublefome  flow  of  faliva,  per- 
haps for  the  remainder  of  life  ; together 
with  the  derangement  of  the  whole  frame, 
in  fuch  a degree  as  feldom  to  be  got  the 
better  of,  even  by  thofe  who  may  have 
been  originally  pofleffed  of  the  befl  flamina, 
or  flrongefl  conflitutions. 

All  ' thefe  circumflances  duly  confidered, 
it  is  rather  furprifing  that  falivation  has  not’ 
long  fince  been  univerfally  exploded  ; the 
only  affignable  reafon  muft  be  the  want  of  a 

proper 
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proper  fuccedaneum ; that,  however,  very 
happily  for  mankind,  can  no  longer  be 
pleaded  in  excufe,  as  the  alterative  method 
is  daily  gaming  ground  from  the  following 
very  cogent  reafons,  viz.  the  operation  of 
proper  alteratives  being  fo  extremely  mild 
and  gentle  as  to  admit  of  being  fafely  ad- 
miniftered  at  any  time  or  feafon,  to  perfons 
of  all  ages,  and  of  each  fex  : to  pregnant 
women  almoft  the  whole  time  of  geftation, 
even  to  the  laft  month,  from  which  happy 
circumftance,  the  foetus  and  its  mother 
both  receive  a cure  at  the  fame  time. 

Two  other  very  material  advantages  are 
to  be  derived  from  the  ufe  of  alteratives, 
firft,  the  certainty  of  cure,  even  in  the 
worft,  the  moft  inveterate  cafes,  where 
many  repeated  falivations  have  proved  in-> 
efieiftual ; fecondly,  not  the  leaft  confine- 
ment being  requifite  throughout  the  whole 
courfe;  which  to  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
world  is  a circumftance  of  no  little  impor- 
tance : the  patient  being  able  to  tranfa6t 
bufinefs  as  well  in  the  open  air  as  elfewhere, 
and  there  being  no  other  reftridtion  or  al- 
teration 
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tcration  refpeaing  his  diet,  than  the  omif- 
fion  of  acids,  he  will  not  be  under  any  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a difcovery  taking  place  in 
the  family. 

Another  particular  in  favour  of  thefe 
medicines,  is,  that  contrary  to  the  effeas  of 
moft  others,  they  will  increafe  the  ap- 
petite, and  thereby  accelerate  the  cure, 
during  the  performance  of  which,  the  pa- 
tient’s food  cannot  be  of  to6  nutritious  a 
nature,  infomuch  that  meat  mav  be  allowed 
twice  or  thrice  per  day,  in  preference  to 
gruels,  ptyfans,  or  flops  of  any  kind. 

The  only  difadvantage  that  attends  the 
alterative  method,  is  this ; patients  being 
at  large  the  whole  time,  and  capable  of  pur- 
fuing  either  bulinefs  or  pleafure,  fome  are 
apt  to  prefer  the  latter,  and  very  frequently 
not  only  negledl  taking  the  medicine,  but 
commit  various  exceffes,  and  ‘ fometimes 
contradl  frefh  infedllons,  while  we  are  en- 
deavouring to  remove  the  old  one.  Indeed, 
fome  have  been  frank  enough  to  confefs, 
that  a fpecies  of  oeconomy  had  given  rife 
to  thefe  irregularities ; from  a fuppolition 

that 
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that  no  additional  expence  would  be  in- 
curred, they  thought  it  therefore  the  pro- 
pereft  time  to  gratify  fuch  inclinations  i 
not  confidering  that  violent  exertions  of 
the  parts  affe£led  mull  certainly  procrafti- 
nate  the  cure,  fhould  they  even  be  fortunate 
enough  to  efeape  an  increafe  of  the  venereal 
virus. 

Salivation  has  none  of  thefe  obftacles 
to  combat  with  : for  when  once  a man  has 
completely  immerfed  himfelf  into  that  de- 
lightful ftate^  it  will  feldom,  if  ever  hap- 
pen, that  he  will,  fo  circumftanced,  be 
poffefled  of  either  ability  or  inclination  toi 
deviate  from  the  mofi:  rigid  injundlions  that 
may  be  impofed  by  his  doctors,  medicinal 
or  divine.  In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  no- 
thing, more  will  be  iieceffary  than  a recital 
of  fome  few  of  the  concomitant  fymptoms 
or  conftant  attendants  on  a perfedt  fall- 
Nation  : namely,  a tumefadtion  of  the  head, 
face,  and  throat,  to  a great  degree,  with 
much  pain  and  inflammation  therein  ; thus 
the  tongue  frequently  becomes  too  large 
for  the  mouth,  which  by  this 'time  is 
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excoriated  and  extremely  tender,  together 
with  the  gums,  tonfils,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring  parts ; in  hne,  the  whole  mouth 
and  its  appendages  become  one  foul  ulcer, 
from  which  iffues  a ftench  that  may  be 
better  conceived  than  defcribed,  accom- 
panied with  a ptyalifm  or  fpltting,  in  quan- 
tity from  two  to  fix  pints  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours ; which  agreeable  procefs  is  to 
be  continued  fome  weeks,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  months,  perhaps,  repeated  again 
and  again. 

The  fame  advantages  as  the  foregoing, ' 
has  the  old  method  of  curing  claps  by  mer- 
curials and  drafHc  purges,  which  were  ge- 
nerally repeated  every  two  or  three  days  for 
a conliderable  length  of  time,  till  the  dif- 
charge  put  on  a more  benign  afpe(^t ; or  the 
patience,  or  flrength  of  the  patient  being  ex- 
haufled,  occafioned  a difcontinuance  thereof. 

From  thefe  premifes  we  muft  readily 
infer  that  a perfon  thus  conftantly  haraffed 
by  itrong  rough  medicines,  could  have  lit- 
tle relifh  or  inclination  to  tranfgrefs  the 
laws  of  fobriety, 

I 
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Confideratis  conjiderandis,  every  Impartial 
man  moft  certainly  will  prefer  the  altera- 
tive mode  of  cure,  to  that  by  falivation. 

Ha  viNG  premiled  thus  much,  now  let  us 
turn  our  thoughts  to  themoft  eligible  means 
of  obtaining  a radical  cure  for  this  prevalent 
difeafe,  it  having  often  with  great  truth  been 
obferved,  that  as  nothing  can  be  done  with 
greater  facility,  than  to  cavil  or  find  fault, 
therefore  no  merit  will  be  derived  from  fuch 
a procedure,  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  it  Ihall 
be  accompanied  with  fome  plan  or  fcheme 
more  likely  to  efic61;  the.purpofe  in  quefiion. 
To  obviate  this  refledion,  I Ihall  not  only 
propofe  fuch  a remedy  as  will  be  moft  likely 
to  anfwer,  but  Ihall  alfo  produce,  in  fup^- 
port  of  it,  fome  cafes  which  (from  the  pe- 
culiar fuccefs  attending  them)  will  go  near 
to  call  in  queftion  the  veracity  of  the  man 
who  records  them  : be  that  as  It  may,  fuch 
an  idea  fhall  not  prevent  my  giving  a faith- 
ful relation  of  them.  Before,  however,  we 
enter  upon  that  part  of  the  bufinefs,  I (hall 
make  fome  obfervations  on  the  means  by 
which  thofe  events  took  place, 
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Very  numerous  and  different  are  the 
• prefcriptions  which  at  various  periods  have 
been  recommended,  as  fully  competent  to 
fubdue  the  venereal  poifon  ; amongft  the 
great  variety  offered  for  this  falutary  pur- 
pofe;  many  were  diametrically  oppofite  to 
each  other,  advocates  however,  were  pot 
wanting  to  ext  ol  their  manifold  virtues : on 
thefe  occafions,  both  the  vegetable  and  mi- 
neral kingdoms  were  thoroughly  ranfacked 
ar>d  attentively  examined,  and  many  of  their 
properties  afcertained  by  a feries  of  ingeni- 
ous experiments  : and  even  at  the  prefent 
period,  we  are  fometimes  under  the  ne- 
ceffty  of  having  recourfe  to  both,  in  the 
reduction  of  fo  powerful  an  opponent  as 
the  venereal  difeafe.  Be  it  remembeted 
however,  that  vegetables  alone,  when  pro- 
perly prepared,^. will  effedt  a cure  in  many 
cafes,  although  in  others  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged that  minerals  will  likewife  be 
required.  The  gums  will  fome  of  them  be 
found  of  fingular  ufe,  particularly  camphor, 
in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  from  a gonor-  . 
rfioea  to  a confirmed  lues  ; in  the  former  it 

I ■ . • 
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of  urine,  as  well  as  corred  the  virulence  ; . 
and  in  the  latter  it  ought  never  to  be  omit- 
ted, for  feveral  reafons ; in  the  firft  place, 
it  is  a moft  powerful  alterative  ; in  the  next 
it  ftrengthens  the  nerves,  exmlerates  the 
fpirits,  and,  when  joined  with  minerals, 
fortifies  the  ftomachand  bowels  againft  many 
of  their  difagreeable  or  pernicious  effeds. 

It  difFufes  a general  warmth  throughout 
the  body,  and  greatly  alTifts  in  conduding 
other  medicines  towards  the  cuticular  and 
/enal  glands, 

A s to  the  choice  of  alterative  medicines 
beft  adapted  to  the’cure  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  I believe  none  will  be  found  more  effi- 
cacious than  a compofition  of  the  following 
viz.  camphor,  antimony,  and  fulphur:  in 
fome  cafes  it  may  be  neceffary  to  add  both' 
mercury  and  opium.  Thefe  mufl  be  affifted 
with  decodions  of  the  woods*  in  quaniities 
fufficient  to  attenuate  and  faturate  the  whole 
mafs  of  contaminated  juices.  Any  particular 
recipe  or  prefcription  of  the  above,  would  . 

* Guaiacum,  farfaparilla,  China  faffafras,  fanta- 
Jum,  glycyrrhi^a,  See, 

be 
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be  of  very  little  ufe,  as  not  only  the  dofcs, 
but  the  quantity  of  each  ingredient  muft  fp 
frequently  be  either  increafed  or  diminiflied 
agreeable  to  the  variation  of  lymptoms  and 
circumftances ; which  fometimes  require 
even  the  omiflion  of  one  or  more  of  thofe 
ingredients.  The  age,  fex,  temperament  or 
conftitution  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  the 
degree  of  .infedion,  muft  render  it  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  to  make  the  alterations 
above  mentioned.  Another  material  cir- 
cumftance  frequently  occurs,  namely,  the 
addition  of  other  acrimonious  humours  ; to 
which  particular  attention  muft  be  paid,  or 
we  ftiall  not  fucceed  in  our  endeavours  to 
remove  the  venereal  one.  From  hence  it 
muft  evidently  appear,  that  no  particular 
recipe  can  be  invariably  relied  upon,  in  thi§ 
or  any  other  difeafe. 

The  fymptoms  of  a virulent  gonorrhoea 
(commonly  termed  a clap)  are  too  well 
known  to  require  any  defeription  in  this 
place:  let  us  therefore  confider  upon  the 
means  moft  eligible  for  its  removal.  The 
cure  may  be  eafily  and  fpeedily  effedled,  if 

under- 
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undertaken  when  the  firft  fymptbms  are 
perceived;  particularly  that  gentle  irrita- 
tion, or  trickling  fenfation  in  the  urinary 
paffage,  which  fo  frequently  precedes  the 
difcharge  : the  difeafe  when  taken  at  this 
ftage,  may  be  very  fafely  removed  in  the 
fpace  of  two  days,  by  applying  medicine 
immediately  to  the  part  affected  ; this  can- 
not be  conveniently  done  in  any  other  form 
than  that  of  an  injedlion,  which  Ihould  be 
compofed  of  fome  gentle  detergent  that  will 
flop  the  further  progrefs  of  the  venereal 
virus,  by  preventing  its  abforption.  Chan- 
cres may  likewife  be  almoft  as  fpeedily  re- 
moved, provided  the  remedy  be  applied  at 
their  very  firfl  appearance. 

Should  this  precaution  be  omitted,  the 
acrid  matter  will  corrode  the  parts,  and 
produce  ulcerations  ; confequently  a longer 
time  will  be  required  to  effe£l  a cure  : and 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  adminifler  internals 
to  prevent  a flow  of  humours  to  the  part 
which  might  retard  the  cure,  if  not  en- 
tirely fruflrate  our  intentions. 


If 
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If  the  complaint  be  not  removed  in  the 
earl}^  ftages,  it  will  foon  become  confirmed : 
and  then  due  regard  muft  be  paid  to  the  pa- 
tient’s habit  of  body,  mode  of  living,  &c. 

i 

I T is  with  me  a matter  of  furprlfe,  that 
injections  have  not  been  in  more  general 
practice  ; as  nothing  certainly  can  be  more 
rational,  than  to  apply  the  remedy  to  the 
part  affected.  The  advantages  or  the  reverfe, 
attending  the  ufe  of  them,  muft  evidently 
arife  from  the  ingredients  of  which  they  are 
compofed : no  man  fure  can  be  fo  prgudiced 
as  to  declare  that  his  objection  is  merely  to 
that  particular  mode  of  conveying  a medi- 
cine ; to  fpeak  impartially  ; if  crude,  cor- 
rofive,  indlgefted  ulcers  in  every  other  part 
of  the  body  require  topical  applications, 
why,  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe,  fhould 
they  be  negle<^ed  or  omitted  in  parts  natu- 
rally fo  very  delicate  and  fenfible,  as  the  or^ 
gans  of  generation  are  inconteftably  allowed 
to  be  ? Neglects  of  this  kind  are  frequently 
produaive  of  the  mbft  difagreeable  confe- 
quences ; they  may,  independent  of  the  in- 

iuries  from  abforptlon,  give  rife  to  gleets 
, and 
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and  obftr unions  in  the  urethra,  which  if 
not  attended  to,  may  terminate  fatally. 

The  flillllcidium,  or  running,  is  very  un*- 
certain  as  to  the  time  of  its  appearance? 
fometimes  it  will  happen  in  hx  hours  after 
the  embraccj  in  others  twice  as  many  weeks  , 
have  elapfed  before  it  ;has  been  perceived  : 
thefe,  I muft  acknowledge,  are  not  very 
common  cafes,  but  fuch  as  have  really  fair 
len  under, my  infpeflion,  as  will  be  feen  in 
the  fequel : in  general  however,  it  appears 
in  lefs  than  ten  days.  Chancres  likewifg 

vary  as  much  in  this  particular.  ;■ 

■> 

I N the  treatment  of  a confirnried  clap,  a 
great  deal  will  depend  upon  its  being  fimple 
or  compound  ; in  other  words^  w'hether  it 
originated  from  a perlbn  whO'  had-  only  a 
gonorrhoea,  or  who  at  the  fame  time  was 
poxed  likewlfe.  In  the  latter  cafe,  power- 
ful internals,  will  be  abfolutely  neeeffary  ; 
in  the  former,  a cure  may  frequently  be 
accompblhed  by  injection  only* 

' D Claps 
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Claps  and  chancres  are'often  contra6led 
at  the  fame  time,  but  "do  not  always  make 
their  firfl  appearance  together  ; I have  feeii 
inflances  even  where  fome  weeks  have  in- 
tervened. 

/ 

A s the  compofition  of  injedion,  like 
that  of  every  other  remedy,  mufl;  vary  ac-. 
cording  to  circumftances,  I (hall  decline 
giving  any  particular  recipe ; one  general 
ingredient  however  I will  venture  to  recom- 
mend, namely,  Armenian  bole,  which  from 
its  abforbent  and  other  good  qualities  will 
prove  highly  beneficial  both  in  corredling 
the  venereal  acrimony,  and  defending  the 
found  parts  of  the  urethra  therefrom. 

I N the  cure  of  claps,  fome  praditioners 
have  attended  too  much  to  the  colour  of  the 
difcharge,  others  to  the  confiflence  of  it ; 
both  are  fallacious,  particularly  the  former ; 

V as  it  will  fometimes  be  of  a deep  yellow, 
even  to  the  lafl  day,  efpecially  in  bilious 
habits : frequently  it  is  equally  high  co- 
loured in  old  gleets  of  feven  or  ten  years 
ihndiiig,  where  the  party  has  been  entirely 

, free 
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free  from  Infection  all  that  time,  as  infome 
cafes  has  been  fufficiently  manifefted  by  the 
healthy  ftate'of  wives  and  children.  A dif- 
charge  of  fimilar  colour  and  coniiftence  is 
often  to  be  found  attending  the  fluor  albus, 
as  it  is  called.  From  hence  will  follow  the 
indifpenfable  neceffity  of  examining  fur- 
ther, than  juft  the  ftate  of  the  running  : 
the  heft  criterion  will  be  the  afpedt  of  the 
urethral  orifice,  and  the  fenfations  through- 
out that  tube. 

Many  families  have  been  rendered  uii-. 
happy  from  the  length  of  time  this  difeafe 
fometimes  requires  to  make  its  firft  appear- 
ance ; for  a man,  after  performing  a kind  of 
quarantine  for  three  weeks  or  a month, 
and  no  fymptom  of  infedlion  having  fliewii 
itfelf  during  that  time,  would  naturally 
conclude  himfelf  entirely  free  from  it,  and 
proceed  accordingly;  but  how  great  his 
aftonifhment,  as  well  as  chagrin,  to  difcover 
(perhaps  a month  or  two  afterwards)  the 
tnoft  indifputable  figns  of  his  being  in- 
fedled  : feveral  inftances  of  this  kind  have 
fallen  under  my  infpedtion,  fome  of  which, 

P 2 I muft 
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J miijl  confefs  I fliould  not  have  credited, 
had  not  they  beep  accompanied  with 
proofs  not  to  be  contefted,  From  this  we 

0 

may  infer,  that  although  the  yirus  very 
often  makes  the  moft  rapid  progrefs,  at 
other  times  its  operations  are  asflnggifh; 
this  may  arife  from  the  degree  of  infedlon, 
or  the  patient’s  habit  of  body,  or  from, 
both, 

. ^ CASE  I. 

A Merchant  in  the  city  of  London, 
four  years  fince,  applied  ^to  me  in  confe- 
quence  of  great  heat  in  making  urine,  pain- 
ful ereftions,  and  a difcharge  of  matter 
from  the  urethra,  fo  acrid,  as  to  threaten 
a phymofis,  it  having  already  excoriated 
-the  greateft  part  of  the  glans penis.  Thus 
fitnated,  he  defired  to  know  if  I did  not 
call  his  diforder  a clap  j to  which  I re- 
plied in  the  affirmative,  and  that  it  was  not 
of  the  rnildefl:  kind : ‘‘  Then  fir,  faid  he,  I 
fhall  mention  a clrcumfi:ance,  that  I think 
will  lurprlfe  you,  which  is,  that  not  a 
fingle  lymptom  of  the  difeafe  appeared  un- 
til two  months  and  three  days  after  it  was 
ppntradfed ; ’ ■ upon  this  account  he  deemed 


jt  not  venereal ; I afliired  him  however  that 
jt  was  fo,  and  could  be  removed  only  by 
treating  it  as  luch.  My  patient  was  not 
of  a bad  habit  of  body,  nor  had  his  blood  ^ 
been  previoiifly  heated  by  intemperance, 
the  chordee  was  notwithhanding  lb  trou- 
biefome,  that  I expedled  to  have  been  o- 
bliged  to  ufe  opiates,  which  I am  very 
feldom  under  the  neceffity  of  doing  ; in- 
jeifllons  generally  anfwering  the  purpofe,  by 
fpeedily  removing  the  inflammation  and  its 
confequences  my  only  objebllon  to  opium 
in  thefe  cafes,  is,  the  conftipatloii  which 
moflly  attends  the  ufe  of  it ; although  I am 
not  an  advocate  for  the  old  method  by  ca- 

Vs  . ;; 

thartics,  yet  I would  not  be  underflobd  to 
recommend  abfolutely  the  reverfe  ; which 
muft  indubitably  tend  to  increafe,  rather 
than  alleviate  fymptoms  arifing  from  in-* 
flammation.  It  will  be  found  fully  fuffi- 
cient,  that  the  inteftinahevacuations  be  tlie 
fame  as  at  the  time  of  perfedl  health. — Now 
to  return  to  my  patient ; he  was  much  a- 
larmed  at  the  high  degree  of  pain  and  in^ 
flammation,  which  however  was  confider- 
ably  lefleped  in  the  fpace  of  two  days  by  ' 

• naeans 


[ 22  ] 

means  of  injedfion  and  internal  alteratives ; 
three  weeks  continuance  of  which  perfectly 
cured  him,  without  any  confinement  or  al- . 
teration  in  his  ufual  mode  of  living,  except 
fibftinence  from  acids  and  fpirltuous  liquors. 

CASE  II. 

A Gentleman  of  Dorfetfhire,  in  the 
month  of  February,  1778,  came  to  town  on 
purpofe  to  be  under  my  care  ; his  fymptoms 
at  that  time  were  a difcharge  of  yellow  mat- 
ter from  the  urethra,  chancres  on  the  glans 
'penis,  a large  bubo  in  the  left  groin,  and  a 
fmaller  one  in  the  right.  Upon  ray  enquir- 
ing into  particulars,  he  folemnly  declared 
that  he  had  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  think 
laimfelf  infeded,  till  upwards  of  nine  weeks 
'after  coition,  when  he  was  attacked  with  a 
trickling  feiifation  in  the  urethra,  which  was 
•followed  by  a running  and  heat  of  urine  ; 
chancres  foon  afterwards  appeared,  and  were 
fucceeded  in  a fliort  time  by  tumefadion 
of  the  inguinal  glands,  which  thereupon 
became  extremely  painful.  He  was  at  firfl 
attended  by  a furgeon  in  his  own  neigh- 
bourhood, who  bled  him'very  freely,  gave 
ftrong  mercurial  purge?  repeatedly,  and  or- 
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dered  him  to  dilute  plentifully  with  barley 
water,  &c.  Fomentations  and  cataplafms 
were  applied  to  the  buboes  till  fuppuration 
took  place,  when  he  propofed  to  difcharge 
their  contents  by  means  of  cauftic  or  incifion, 
but  the  patient  not  confenting  to  either,  im- 
mediately left  the  country,  and  foon  after  ap- 
plied to  me,  requeuing  that  I would  remove 
them  without  opening  or  fuffering  them  to 
break,  as  he  had  the  greateft  averfion  to  fores 
of  every  kind,  and  much  dreaded  all  chirur- 
gical  operations : I told  him,  that  confidering 

I 

the  very  forward  ftate  in  which  the  buboes 
at  that  time  were,  (the  fluctuation  of  matter 
being  readily  felt  upon  the  flighteft  preflure) 
I could  make  no  other  promife,  than  to  exert 
my  heft  abilities  in  endeavouring  to  effeCt 
what  he  fo  ardently  deflred  ; obferving  like- 
wife,  that  I frequently  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  render  thofe  painful  operations 
unneceflary  by  the  ufe  of  internal  medicines 
ajone  ; which,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  only 
ones  that  can  fafely  be  relied  upon. 

As  to  the  repelling  of  buboes  (in  the  vul- 
gar phrafe,  putting  them  back)  . I never 

make, 


[ H ] 

make  the  leaft  hefitation  of  attempting  to 
effe£l  it,  for  this  obvious  reafon,  that  a bubo 
is  not  a critical  abfcefs,  of  which  I am  well 
convinced  from  daily  experience,  notwith- 
{landing  the  general  received  opinion  to 
the  contrary  ; I have  feen  many  inflances 

brought 

forward  to  the  mod  perfe61  fuppuration, 
liberally  opened,  and  a copious  difcharge 
very  induftrioufly  encouraged  for  the  fpace 
of  four,  five,  or  fix  months  ; notwithfland- 
ing  which' the  parties  have  remained  com- 
pletely poxed'5  as  the  no£lurnal  pains,  foul 
ulcers,  and  eruptions  fufficiently  manifeded 
a few  months  afterwards,  wdaen  they  be- 
came iny  patients,  and  were  radically  cured 
by  the  alterative  method  in  half  that  time. 
This  being  a fa£l  not  to  be  controverted, 
why  fhould  fuppuration  be  encouraged,  as 
it  mud  be  attended  with  great  pain,  filthi- 
nefs  and  inconvenience  r And  after  all,  not 
being  critical,  a regular  courfe.of  medicines 
will  be  indlfpenfably  neceflary : the  cicatrix 
or  fear  is  likewife  a circumdance  not  the 
mod  agreeable,  efpecially  to  the  fair  fex. — * 
Without  apologizing  for  this  digredion,  I 

will 
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will  haften  to  my  Dorfetfliire  friend.  En- 
tertaining thefe  fentiments,  I immediately 

fat  about  the  difcuffion  of  his  buboes ; for 

✓ 

which  purpofe  alteratives  were  adminiflered 
internally,  and  detergent  injections  and 
dreffings  applied  to  the,  urethra  and  the 
chancres  on  the  penis  : by  thefe  means 
the  fymptoms  gradually  abated,  and  at  the 
end  of  a month  he  thought  himfelf  cured  ; 
but  I advifed  a continuance  of  the  medicines 
three  or  four  weeks  longer,  on  account  of 
the  high  degree  of  virulence  we  had  had  to 
encounter  with : 'he  readily  confented  to 
perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  them,  having  already 
experienced  fuch  falutary  effeCts ; and  to 
fhew  that  he  did  not  think  the  decoClion  at 
all  naufeous,  he  generally  drank  it  at  meals 
in  lieu  of  any  other  liquor.  Thus,  in  lefs 
than  two  months,  without  being  confined 
to  the  houfe  a fingle  day  during  the  whole 
courfe,  he  was  perfeCUy  re-eftablifhed  in 
health,  and  has  remained  well  ever  fince. 
He  was  highly  pleafed  at  the  removal  of  the 
buboes  without  opening,  and  very  generoufly 
rewarded  my  fcrvices. 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1777,  a Gentleman' 
requeued  my  advice  upon  the  following 
lymptoms  ; an  unufual  (though  not  painful) 
fenfation  in  the  urethra,  a difcharge  there- 
from, very  fmall  in  quantity,  and  of  colour 
fo  light  as  fcarce  to  tinge  his  linen.  I was 
of  opinion  that  thefe  fymptoms  were  the 
harbingers  or  fore-runners  of  a clap;  but 
he  ftrongly  infilled  that  his  diforder  could 
be  nothing  more  than  weaknefs,  or  a ftrain, 
as  he  had  had  no  venereal  conne£lion  for 
eleven  weeks  previous  to  this  indifpofition. 
I informed  him,  that  (hould  the  cure  of  his 
dlfeafe  be  undertaken  in  this  early  flage,  I 
believed  it  might  be  removed  in  lefs  than  a 
week,  if  he  would  flridly  adhere  to  my 
.infi:ru(5lions, ' but  as  he  feemed  fo  firmly 
perfuaded  that  his  diforder  was  not  in- 
/edious,  1 advifed  him  to  wait  only  a fhort 
.time,  and  he  would  then  be  perfedly  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  real  nature  and  tendency  of  it. 
Three  days  only  had  elapfed,  before  he 
paid  me  a iecond  vifit,  when  I found  my 
j^rqgnoflick  fufficiently  verified ; tlie  urethra 

and 
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anti  ghns  penis  being  highly  inflamed,- 
great  heat  in  making  water,  lome  pain  in 
erection,  and  a difcharge  of  yellow  matter 
ifluing  from  the  urinary  canal : he  was  by 
this  time  fully  convinced  of  his  error,  and 
requeued  that  I would  relieve  him  as  ex- 
peditioufly  as  poffible. — I told  him  that  his 
delay  of  three  days  would  procraflinate  the 
cure  more  than  a week,  and  in  the  prefent 
jftate  of  the  difeafe  I judged  that  it  would 
at  leafl:  require  a fortnight,  fhould  even  his 
temperance  and  regularity  not  be  called  in 
queftion.  However,  by  the  ufe  of  injedllon 
and  a few  alterative  pills,  he  was  perfedlly 
cured  in  thirteen  days, 

CASE  IV. 

A Gentleman  in  Weftminfter  fent  for 
me  two  years  flnee,  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
a ftillicidium,  or  difcharge  from  the  urethra, 
which  had  firfl:  made  its  appearance  two  days 
before  I faw  him  ; he  was  quite  at  a lofs  to 
account  for  it,  not  having  copulated  for  up- 
wards of  two  months  prior  to  that  period.  I 
enquired  whether  he  felt  any  irritation  or 

E 2 trickling 
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trickling  in  the  urinary  paiTage,  he  anfwer- 
cd  in  the  affirmative,  upon  which  I pro- 
nounced the  cafe  to  be  venereal,  although 
the  running  was  perfectly  clear,  and  the 
parts  entirely  free  from  any  external  in- 
flammation. My  patient,  however,  feemed 
to  think  that  I had  formeo  an  erroneous 
opinion  ; I therefore  defired  him  to  defer 
ufing  medicine  of  any  kind  for  a day  or 
two,  in  which, time  I made  no  doubt  of  an 
alteration  in  his  fentiments.  The  next 

j 

morning  I was  again  fent  for,  and  in- 
formed, that  the  parts  did  not  look  quite 
fo  cool  as  on  the  preceding  day,  and  that 
his  urine  felt  rather  warmer  than  ufual, 
thefe  fymptoras  he  attributed  to  fome  things 
he  had  eat  or  drank  the  day  before. 

I REPLIED,  that  in  twenty-four  hours  1 
was  fully  perfuaded  he  would  affign  another 
caufe.  Before  breakfafl:  the  next  day,  he 
fent  for  me  again,  and  faid  that  he  no 
longer  entertained  the  leaft  doubt  of  the 
difeafe  being  infedious,  having  lately  per- 
ceived fome  fymptoms  of  an  approaching 
chordee  ; the  running  was  now  become 
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yellow,  the  parts  were  inflamed  externally 
as  well  as  within,  and  he  could  not  make 
urine  without  fome  degree  of  pain.  J pre- 
pared for  him  a cooling  injeflion,  of  which 
he  ufed  a fyringeful  night  and  morning, 
and  as  he  was  very  fubje<St  to  the  gout,  I 
adminiftered  no  other  medicines  internally, 
than  decodions  of  the  woods  and  camphor, 
by  which  means,  in  the  fpace  of  leventeen 
days,  the  cure  was  very  eafily  completed. 

CASE  V.  , 

A Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Kent,  , 

put  himfelf  under  my  care  on  the  ninth 
day  of  December,  1779  ; he  had  enjoyed 
a very  good  flate  of  health  for  fome  years, 
till  within  three  days  of  his  application  to 
me,  when  he  difcovered  a yellow  running 
from  the  urethra,  attended  with  a heat  of 

> 

urine,  and  an  inflammation  of  the  glans 
penis  and  pr£eputium.  There  was  likewile 
a fmall  chancre  on  the  frsenum.  After  . f 
ocular  demonftration,  I -afl'ured  him  that 
hi»  difeafe  was  venereal,  my  patient  was  ^ 

not  of  a different  opinion  (having  been  fre- 

» 

quently  > 
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quently  infeaed  before)  but  be  exprefled 
great  aftonifliment  at  its  being  fo  ; . from 
the  circumflance  of  not  having  had  any 
venereal  intercourfe  fince  the  fifth  day  of 
the  precedii]g  September,  and  having  been 
entirely  free  of  any  fymptorns  of  the  difeafe 
till  the  fixth  day  of  December  ; an  interval 
of  thirteen  weeks  and  upwards  from  the 
time  of  contrading  the  difeafe,  to  that  of  its 
appearance.  Upon  my  interrogating  him 
very  clofely  as  to  the  commencement  of 
this  affair,  his  anfwer  was,  that  he  could 
^ have  no  interefl  in  deceiving  me,  and  that 
' it  was  impoffible  he  fHould  have  been 
miftal^en,  having  a memorandum  in  his 
pocket-book  of  fome  particular  occurrences 
of  that  day,  relative  to  this  bufinefs,  which 
with’  him  reduced  the  matter  to  an  abfolute 
certainty,  ■ I obferved,  that  probably  fome- 
time  fubfequent  to  that  period  he  might 
have  been  too  free  in  his  libations  to  Bac- 
chus, and  be  thereby  deprived  of  recollefl- 
ing  his  laft  engagement  with  Venus.  This 
fuppofition  he  obviated,  by  declaring  upon 
his  honour  that  he  had  not  been  inebriated 
for  feveral  months  paft,  on  the  contrary,  he 

had 
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had  rather  lived  abftemioiifly  than  other- 
wife.  This  gentleman’s  health  was  per- 
fedtly  re-eftabliflied  in  three  weeks,  by  the 
ufe  of  internal  alterants  and  external  deter- 
gents. 

The  foregoing  cafes  having  been  feledled 
from  many  limilar  ones,  to  Ihew  what  great 
length  of  time  the  venereal  difeafe  fome- 
times  requires  to  manifeft  itfelf ; let  us 
now  advert  to  others  diametrically  the  re- 
verfe  in  point  of  time. 

C A S .E  VI. 

A Merchant  in  the  city,  who  feveral 
years  ago  had  been  my  patient,  confulted 
me  in  January  laft  ; he  complained  of  an 
irritation  in  the  urethra,  and  fome  heat  in 
the  glans  penis,  which  appeared  rather  in- 
flamed externally.  He  informed  me,  that 
his  lafl:  connexion  had  been  only  on  the 
preceding  evening,  at  about  eleven  o’clock, 
and  antecedent  to  that,  he  had  not  com- 
mitted an  a£t  of  venery  for  more  than  five 
months,  during  which  time  his  health  had 
been  remarkably  good.  At  fix  o’clock  that 
morning  he  was  awakened  by  a (harp  pain 
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in  the  yard,  which  foon  abated,  but  did 
not  entirely  go  off,  a difagreeabie  heat  and 
irritation  ftill  remaining.  From  the  fymp- 
toms  coming  on  fo  early  as  within  feven 
hours  after  the  embrace,  he  could  not  be- 
lieve his  complaint  to  be  venereal,  but  fup- 
pofed  that  it  arofe  from  fri£lion,  and  the 
bad  wine  he  had  that  night  drank ; I there- 
fore declined  to  prcfcribe  any  medicines, 
but  advifed  that  he  (hould  live  after  his 
ufual  manner,  and  think  no  more  of  the 
' difeafe  till  it  might  become  more  worthy 
of  his  attention : which  happened  two 
nights  afterwards,  by  the  pain  he  ex- 
perienced from  a chordee ; there  was  like- 
wife  a yellow  running  from  the  urethra, 
accompanied  with  a heat  of  urine ; his 
doubts  by  this  time  being  perfe6:ly  re- 
moved, he  immediately  entered  upon  the 
ufe  of  injedfion  and  pills,  by  which  he  ob- 
tained a cure  in  lefs  than  three  weeks. 

CASE  VII. 

A NAVAL  officer  in  the  month  of  March, 
lyyS,  was  attacked  with  an  unufual  warmth 
in  the  i^nnary  paffage,  in  lefs  than  fix  hours 

?ifter  coition,  and  it  gradually  increafed  for 

thrc« 
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three  days,  when  a copious  running  came 
on,  attended' with  a fmarting  of  urine:  in 
this  ftage  of  the  difea^,  he  placed  ,hlmfelf 
under  my  care,  informing  me  that  he  was 
lately  returned  from  a' long  voyage,  and  for 
feveral  months  paft  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity^ of  getting  the  infeftionj  he  could 
therefore  be  certain  as  to  the  date  of  his 
diforder,  having  been  entirely  free  from 
■ venereal  complaints  for  two  years  before. 
In  efFedIng  this  Gentleman’s  cure,  near  a 
- month  was  required,  by  reafoii  of  the  high 
degree  of  fcurvy  with  which  he  was  at  that 
time  infefted. 


CASE  VIII. 

A Gentleman  in  the  county  of  EfTex, 
about  fix  months  fince,  paid  me  a vifit  on 
•the  following  account;  having  taken  a 
night’s  lodging  with  a lady  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, the  very  next  morning  at  breakfaft 
he  felt  fome  uneafinefs  in  the  urethra, 
which  in  the  courfe  of  a few  hours  in- 
creafed,  and  at  the  end  of  five  days  termi- 
nated in  the  fymptoms  of  both  clap  and 

F pox, 
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pox,  viz.  a dlfcharge  of  virulent  matter 
from  the  urethra,  with  heat  of  urine,  &c. 
and  three  chancres  externally  ; two  on  the 
praeputium,  and  one  on  the  glans  penis. 
He  was  not  much  furprifed  at  the  early  ap- 
pearance of  the  difeafe,  as  with  him  it  ge- 
nerally happened  fo  ; he  negle<fted  however 
to  ufe  medicine  of  any  kind,  till  it  had  ar- 
rived at  the  flate  above-mentioned,  when 
he  became  my  patient  ; and,  without  fur- 
ther delay,  began  upon  a courfe  of  alteratives 
and  detergents,  which  effedled  his  cure  in 
lefs  than  a month. 

To  the  peculiarities  of  conftitution,  as 
w^ell  as  degrees  of  infedllon,  muft  be  attri- 
buted the  different  periods  in  which  parti- 
cular difeafes  make  their  appearance.  This 
circumflance  may  depend  on  the  difpropor- 
tion  of  one  or  more  of  the  ingredients  or 
materials  which  compofe  the  human  body. 

, Some  men  are  naturally  fo  irritable’  and  in- 
flammable both  in  body  and  mind,  as  in- 
' flantly  to  take  fire  like  tinder  or  touch- 
wood,  from  the  fmalleft  fpark  ; while  others 
of  cold  phlegmatic  habits,  are  (as  is  to  be 
expedled)  quite  the  reverfe. 

CASE 
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C A S 'E  IX. 

Four  years  fince  a Gentleman  in  the 
county  of  Northampton,  made  a journey  to 
town,  to  confult  me  upon  what  he  called 
-.a  weaknefs  of  a particular  kind,  as  it  was 
accompanied  with,  great  inflammation  ; I 
immediately  fufpedied  what  the  cafe  was, 
and  upon  examination,  fo.und  it  to  be  a mofl: 
virulent  clap,  with  an  incipient  phytnofis  ; 
he  complained  like  wife  of  a chordee,  I was 
much  furprifed  w'hen  he  told  me  that  his 
apothecary  had  not  deemed  it  venereal, 
but  treated  it  as  arifing  merely  from  re- 
laxation, giving  large  dofes  of  Peruvian  hark 
and  elixir  of  vitriol.  My  patient  faid  that 
the  only  reafon  why  his  diforder  had  not 
been  judged  infedlious  was,  that  it  did  not 
difcover  itfelf  till  more  than  fix  weeks  after 
coition  ; from  which  circumftance  the  apo- 
thecary had  declared,  that  it  could  not  pof- 
flbly  be  venereal.  By  the  ufe  of  deterflve 
injections  and  alterative  pilh',  Be  returned 
home  in  perfeCt  health  at  the  expiration  of 
about  three  weeks. 


CASE 
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CASE  X. 

I 

Irf  the  month  of 'December,  1778,  a 
tradefman  in  Weflminfter  commenced  my 
patient,  in  confequence.of  a virulent  gonor- 
rhoea, which  he  had  contra£led  more  than 
a month  before  his  application  to  me,  and 
of  which  he  gave  me  the  following  account ; 
that  in  fix  hours  after  copulation,  he  per- 
ceived an  unufual  feiifation  in  the  yard,  a 
kind  of.trickling  or  itching  in  the  urinary 
canal,  which  for  upwards  of  three  weeks 
had  been  a little  troublefome,  but  by  no 
means  painful,  until  the  26th  day,  when 
a clear  colourlefs  difcharge  iffued  from  the 
urethra,  which  now  began  to  be  much  in- 
flamed, and  felt  very  fore  whenever  the  ^ 
urine  pafled  through  it;  on  the  28th  day, 
the  running  was  quite  yellow  and  rather 
copious  ; and  upon  the  twenty-ninth  he  was 
attacked  with  a chordee,  which  induced 
him  to  be  under  my  care  the  next  morning  ; 
he  faid  he  fliould  certainly  have  applied 
iboner,  but  the  inconvenience  he  expe- 
rienced previous  to  the  26th  day  was  fo 
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trifling,  that  he  had  not  entertained  th« 
lead;  idea  of  his  complaint  being  venereal ; 
it  was  however  entirely  removed  in  fifteen 
days,  by  the  fame  means  as  w^ere  ufed  in 
forae  of  the  preceding  cafes. 

CASE  XI. 

A Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
feut  for  me  in  the  month  of  Augufl,  1778. 

I found  him  labouring  under  a confir4ned 
pox,  of  which  the  following  were  his 
fy mptoms,  a violent  head-ach,  no£lurnal 
pains  in  the  fhin  bones,  with  nodes  thereon, 
a large  foul  ulcer  in  his  throat,  upon  the 
left  tonfil,  a heat  in  the  urethra,  and  an  ob- 
ftruftion  therein  ; upon  my  requefting  to 
know  every  particular  relative  to  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  ; he  informed 
me,  that  it  w\as  contraffed  about  ten  months 
before,  and  one  thing  appeared  very  flrange ' 
to  him,  namely,  his  knowing  himfelf  to  be 
infecSted  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours  after  the 
conne£lion,  from  a very  troublefome  irri- 
tation in  the  urinary  pafTage,  which  feized 
him  about  that  -time,  and  for  fome  days 
pncrcafed,  notwithflanding  his  immediate  , 


I 


f 


[ 38  ] 

■^application  to  a furgeon,  who  ordered  al- 
mond emulfions,  with  nitre,  manna  and 
falts;  and  to  dilute  freely  with  barley  water, 
in  which  gum  arable  had  been  diffolved, 
partial  warm  baths  and'venefedlion  were  not 
omitted ; in  the  courfe  of  a week  or  ten  ' 
days,  mercurial  ointment  was  ufed  very 
liberally  for  at  leaft  a month,  with  brllk 
purges  at  intervals.  The  running,  he  faid, 
was  very  plentiful  for  the  fpace  of  five  or 
fix  weeks  : he  then  took  balfamics  for  three 
weeks,  and  was  thought  to  be  cured  ; how- 
ever, in  about  feven  or  eight  weeks  after- 
wards, he  perceived  his  health  to  be  gra- 

» I 

dually  on  the  decline,  a diminution  of  ap- 
petite, firength  and  fpirits,  and  fleep  in- 
terrupted by  wandering  pains  in  his  head 
and  limbs  : — nodes  foon  after  formed  on 
the  (bins,  and  an  ulcer  in  the  throat.  On  the 
appearance  of  thefe  lymptoms,  another 
furgeon  was  employed,  who  adminifiiered 
large  quantities  of  the , fublimate  folution, 
for  a confiderable  time,  when  finding  that 
the  difeafe  did  not  give  way,  he  put  him- 
felf  under  my  care,  and  was  perfedtly  cured 
in  two  months,  by  the  alteratives  recom-  - 

mended 
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mended  in  the  13th  page,  and  a few  bougies 
to  remove  the  urethral  obftru6llons.  • 

Be  it  obferved,  that  no  injedlions  had 
been  ufed  in  this  gentleman’s  cafe  ; to  which 
circumftance,  in  my  opinion,  may  be  at- 
tributed the  want  of  fuccefs,  for  had  a pro- 
per detergent  one  been  applied  in  the  be- 
ginning, the  venereal  matter  would  not 
have  been  abforbed,  and  confequently  the 
pox,  with  its  difagreeable  attendants,  been, 
thereby  prevented. 

CASE  XII. 

A Gentleman  in  Weftminfler  eighteen 
months  liiice,  confulted  me  in  confequence 
of  a boil  (as  he  termed  it)  feated  amongft 
the  hair  on  the  pubes,  very  near  the  penis. 
This  ulcer  had  refilled  every  application  his 
furgeon  had  made  to  it  for  three  or  four 
weeks.  From  the  hard  edges  and  other  ap- 
pearances, I pronounced  it  to  be  a chancre  ; 
this  my  patient  did  not  at  that  time  credit, 
however,  not  long  'after  he  altered  his  o- 
pinion  upon  the  appearnce  of  a bubo  in  the 
left  groin,  which  in  a few  days  became 
very  painful,  when  he  paid  me  a fecond 

vifit, 
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yifit,  and  requefted  to  have  it  repelled’:  that 
was  performed;  and  a cure  effeded  by  am 
alterative^courfe  in  about  thirty  days. 

CASE  XML 

In  the  month  of  November,  1778;  a 
Gentleman,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex 
labouring  under  a confirmed  lues  venerea, 
applied  to  me  for  its  cure  ; the  fymptoms 
at  that  time  were,  a fmall  node  on  the  right 
fhin  bone,  an  ulcer  in  the  nofe,  nodurnal 
pains,  and  a copper  coloured  eruption  over- 
fpreading  a great  part  of  his  body.  He  in- 
formed me,  that,  till  within  the  laft  twelve 
months,  he  had  never  experienced  a fingle 
fymptom  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  that 
his  prefect  afBidlions,  if  they  were  venereal, 
mull;  arife  from  a clap  contracted  a year  be- 
fore, which  denoted  ^ high  degree  of  ma- 
lignity,  the  inflammation  being  very  con- 
fiderable  and  of  long  duration,  attended 
with  heat  of  urine,  chordee,  &c.  the  run- 
ning he  faid  was  copious,  and  continued 
upwards  of  five  weeks,  in  "which  time  he 
had  been  purged  every  three  or  four  days, 
had  rubbed  in  a large  quantity  of  mercurial 

ointment, 
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ointment,  afterwards  taken  eledlarles  and 
pills  in  abundance  : in  confequence  of  this 
procefs  the  fymptoms  had  difappearedj  and 
at  the  end  of  two  months  his  cure  was 
pronounced.  Sorne  few  months  after,  how- 
ever, he  perceived  his  health  to  be  gra- 
dually on  the  decline j without  being  able 
to  affign  the  real  caufe,  not  having  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  venereal  matter  ; his  ap- 
petite and  flrength  daily  decreafed,  his 
fleeps  were  fhort,  interrupted,  and  afforded 
little  or  no  refrefliment,  and  at  length  col- 
liquative fweats  enfued : thus  circum- 

ffanced,  he  coiffulted  a phyficlan,  who, 
judging  his  cafe  to  be  a confumption,  put 
him  under  a courfe  of  afs’smilk,  &c.  &c, 
for  a Gonfiderable  time,  but  growing  every 
day  worfe  and  worfe,  he  was  ordered  a 
change  of  air,  and  removed  into  another 
county.  Finding  however  no  greater  re- 
lief from  the  alteration  of  air,  than  he  had 
before  experienced  from  medicine;  he  be- 
gan to  defpair,  and  moft  earneftly  •Wilhed 
for  his  diffolution.  Fortunately,  an  old 
acquaintance  from  town  called  to  fee  him, 
and  upon  hearing  fome  of  his  fymptoms 

G ffrongly 
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ftrongly  urged  him  to  become  my  pat’ienf,' 
he  accordingly  did  fo,  and  was  ' perfedly 
cured  in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  merely 
by  the  ufe  of  alteratives. 

CASE  XIV- 

A Girl  on  the  town  applied  to  me  upon 
the  tenth  of  November,  1778,  andfaidihe 
fuppofed  it  would  be  necelTary  for  her  to 
undergo  a thorough  repair,  not  having  been 
free  from  infedlion  for  a confiderable  time  5 
her  fymptoms  then  were,  an  ulcer  in  the 
throat,  a foul  eruption  on  the  abdomen, 
a brace  of  fmall  buboes,  and  a great  dif- 
charge  of  acrid  matter  from'  the  pudendum. 
As  fhe  was  extremely  anxious  to  have  the 
buboes  difperfed,  I told  her  that  no  time 
fliould  be  loft,  and  confequently  advifed  the 
immediate  ufe  of  medicine  ; Ihe  replied, 
that  it  muft  be  deferred  till  next  day,  as 
her  miftrefs  expedled  much  cofnpany  that 
evening,  and  had  engaged  her  to  one  gen- 
tleman in  particular,  with  whom  fhe  was  to 
fleep  that  night,  his  name  having  been  en-* 
tered  in  the  book  for  that  purpofe  fome  days 
hnce  ; and  'for  which  he  had  paid  the  ufual 
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retaining  fee.-^I  was  not  furprlfed  at  this  ? 

account,  fimllar  ones  having  occurred  be- 
' fore,  and  particularly  this  inflance;  a friend  ‘ 

,of  mine,  an  Officer  in  the  army,  made  apr  ,1 

plication  to  a lady  abbe'fs  to  know  on  what 
night  a particular  nymph  would  be  dif-  i; 

engaged  ; after  infpedting  her  ledger,  ffie 
informed  him  that  the  lady  was  difpofed^of  ‘ «i 

for  twenty-two  nights,  and  if  he  pleafcd  fhe  f 

would  take  down  his  name  for  the  twenty- 
third,  upon  paying  the  ufual  compliment.—^ 

But  to  return  to  my  patient ; fhe  called  up- 
on me  again  the  next  day,  and  without  any 
further  delay  entered  upon  a courfe  of  al-  u 

teratives,  by  means  of  which  her  health  was  i) 

perfedUy  re-eftablifhed  in  lefs  than  feveri 
weeks.  She  was  under  great  apprehenfions  ' 

left  the  buboes  fhould  fuppurate  and  occafton  , 

fears,  but  was  foon  made  eafy  on  that  head,  ^ 

as  they  difperfed  very  kindly  in  a few  days, 
the  other  fymptoms  gradually  difappeared,  • -i 
• and  in  little  more  than  three  weeks  fhe 
thought  herfelf  well,  it  was  therefore  with  ' '■ 

. fome  difficulty  that  ffie  could  be  perfuaded  '! 

to  continue  the  medicines  a fhort  time 
•-  longer,  in  order  to  confirna  the  cure. 

G 2 CASE 
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C A s E • XV. 

A Mechanic  in  Weftminfter,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  houfe  of  a nobleman,  became 
acquainted  with  the  lady’s  woman,  and 
after  many  entreaties,  perfuaded  her  to  grant 
him  the  lafl;  favour : in  the  fpace  of  a fort- 
night however,  he  was  fully  convinced  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  conneflion,  beiiig  at 
that  time  obliged  to  commence  my  patient, 
on  account  of  a large  chancre  feated  on  the 
anterior  part  of  the  fcrotum ; it  was  the  mofl 
malign  that  ever  came  under  my  in- 
fpedlion,  being  in  fize  equal  to  a diilling, 
and  had  the  appearance  of  an  efchar,  pro- 
duced by  fome  potential  cautery ; the  edges 
were  hard  and  thick,  and  the  fcrotum  a- 
round  it  much  inflamed.  The  urethra,  and 
every  other  part  of  the  penis  had  entirely 
efcaped  the  infection  ; from  which  circnm- 
ftiuice  he  did  not  fiifped  the  nature  of  his 
complaint,  till  the  inguinal  glands  enlarged 
and  became  painful.  Proper  externals* and 
acourfe  of  anti-venereals  effe£led  a cure  in 
|:hirty-t\Yo  days. 

•'  CASE 
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CASE  XVI. 

» 

About  two  years  ago,  a Lady  applied 
to  me  in  confequence  of  a fore  throat, 
which  had  for  fome  weeks  been  extremely 
troublefome,  notwithftanding  the  variety  of 
gargarifms,  &c.  that  had  been  ufed  in  ex- 
pedlation  of  its  removal.  Upon  infpedling 
her  throat,  I pronounced  the  ulceration 
there  to  be  venereal,  and  was  confirmed  in 
that  opinion,  when  (he  informed  me,  that 
her  reft  of  Jate  had  been  greatly  difturbed 
by  nofturnal  head-achs  ; fhe  however  was 
at  the  fame  time  entirely  at  a lofs  to  account 
* Vor  thefe  lymptoms,  the  pudendum  having 
never  been  difeafed.  The  infedlion,  I faid, 
had  in  this  cafe  moft  probably  been  con- 
veyed by  the  tongue,  and  therefore  I defired 
to  know  whether  fhe  had  kiffed  colum- 
batim;  to  which  flie  anfwered  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  jocofely  obferved,  that  fuch 
confequences  might  be  added  to  the  many 
other  cogent  reafons  for  keeping  that  mem- 
ber within  its  proper  limits.  She  then  en- 
tered upon  a courfe  of  alterants,  and  was  ' 
pured  in  about  five  weeks. 
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The  infe£llon  may  be  communicated 
likewifc  by  contaminated  femen,  without 
injuring  the  pudendum  in  its  paflhge  to 
I ' the  uterus,  from  whence  its  poifonous  par- 
ticles may  be  ablorbed,  and  by  means  of 
the  lymphatics  conveyed  to  the  blood,  aii(} 
i thereby  to  every  part  of  the  body. 

I 

CASE  XVII. 

li 

% 

'I  A Gentleman  in  the  vicinity  of  Lon- 

don, about  five  years  fince,  confulted  me 
‘ - - upon  the  ill-date  of  health  which  himfelf 

and  lady  at  that  time  laboured  under.  He 
informed  me  of  .his  having  led  a very  ir-r 
■I  regular  life  for  Ibme  years  previous  to  ma- 

trimony, that  he  had  been  frequently  dif- 
eafed,  and  recollected  having  had  chancres 
- a few  weeks  before  his  marriage,  which  be- 
:h'  ing  removed  by  mercurial  ointment  aiH 

cathartics,  at  length  he  was  fuppofed  to  be 
cured,  and  foon  after  entered  into  the  holy 
jji  date  : in  about  fiye  months  his  wife  was 

. thought  to’  be  pregnant  from  .the  fup- 

jj;  predion  of  the  mendrual  evacuation,  and 

the  family  felicitated  themfelves  thereupon; 
but  the  other  concomitant  fymptoms  not 
i'  attending 

if 
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attending  in  proper  time,  the  parties  were 
greatly  difappointed,  and  particularly  fo,  to 
find  that  in  lieu  thereof  the  lady’s  health  as 
well  as  that  of  her  hufband,  was  evidently" 
on  the  decline.  A flow  fever,  want  of  ap- 
petite, ftrength  and  fpirlts  foon  after  ftic- 
ceeded,  together  with  that  of  fleep  in  the 
night,  being  generally  drowfy  In  the  day 
time.  Medicines  of  various  kinds  had  been 
adminiflered  without  producing  the  deflred  , 
effect ; the  gentleman  had  an  eruption  upon 
his  breaft  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  which 
was  encouraged  by  the  faculty,  in  expefta- 
tion  of  its  being  critical ; they  were  how- 
ever, greatly  mlftaken,  as  none  of  the  other 
fymptoms  difappeared  in  conlequence  of  it. 
The  lady  ftill  continued  in  a very  languid 
ftate,  notwithftanding  the  number  and  va- 
riety of  medical  prefcriptlons.  In  this  un- 
happy fituation  they  remained  for  fome 
weeks,  when  an  old  bottle  companion  paid 
the  gentleman  a vifit,  and  obferving  fome 
of  the  eruption  on  his  forehead,  faid,  I’ll 
be  d -m— d if  you’ve  not  got  a corona  veneris, 
your  cafe  has  been  moflf  egre'gioufly  mif- 
taken  ; pray  lofe  no  more  time,  and  give 
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me  leave  to  fend  my  furgeon  to  you  he 
acquiefced,  and  I waited  upon  him  the  next 
morning,  when  I found  that  his  difeafe  was 
mofl  evidently  venereal  from  many  other 
fymptoms,  as  well  as  the  eruption,  which 
was  of  the  true  copper  colour* 

Upon  examining  the  lady,  her  Ikin  in 
fome  places  appeared  rather  difcoloured^ 
(as  if  nature  was  labouring  to  throw  off 
part  of  the  noxious  humour  that  way,  but 
wanted  flrength  to  effedl;  it)  and  £he  had 
likewife  every  fymptom  of  a pocky  he£lick. 
The  difeafe  had  been  communicated  to  her 
entirely  by  the  contaminated  femen  of  the 
man,  without  its  having  done  the  leaft  in- 
jury to  the  vagina,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
pudendum.  After  having  made  the  necef-  ' 
fary  enquiries,  I recommended  a courfe  of 
alteratives  to  both  man  and  wife,  by  the  ufe 
of  which,  in  lefs  than  two  months  they 
were  pertedlly  cured,  as  appears  at  this  time 
by  the  healthinefs  of  tiieir  offspring.  The 
lady  became  pregnant  about  two  months 
after  leaving  off  the  medicines,  and  has 
borne  feveral  children  fince. 
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Had  this  gentleman  adopted,  the  falutary 
plan  purfued  by  fonnie  of  our  modern  de- 
bauchees, prior  to  entering  into  the  con- 
nubial ftate,  all  the  foregoing  difagreeables 
would  have  been  prevented.  This  prudent, 
plan  or  meafure,  is  nothing  more  than  go- 
ing through  a thort  courfe  of  alteratives : 
which  in  many  inftances  muft  be  highly 
neceffary,  particularly  after  a feries  of  ir- 
regularities, and  a variety  of  infedllons, 
which  through  negle£t  or  improper^  treat-*i 
merit,  may  be  produdtive  of  great  mifchlef 
in  future* 

I 

A 

The  inefficacy  of  a firft  or  fecOnd  fallva- 
tion  occurring  fo  very  frequently,  I do  not 
think  thofe  cafes  worthy  of  infertion  herej 
I ffiall  therefore  immediately  proceed  to  the 
relation  of  fuch  as  have  witbflood  three, 
four  or  five  repetitions  of  that  foul  procefs* 

CASE  XVIII. 

In  the  year  1775,  a Gentleman  Iri  the 
city  of  London  put  himfelf  under  my  care. 
On  accoont  of  a confirmed  pox,  with  which 
he  had  been  Infedted  fofne  years,  notwith- 
H flanding 


[ 50  ] 

ftanding  three  fallvations,  and  long  comles  of 
the  lolution  of  corrofive  fubli’mate  and  farfa- 
paiilla  deceptions. *— He  gave  the  following 
particulars  of  his  cafe  ; that  he  contracted 
the  infection  in  the  year  1769,  which  at 
that  time  manifefted  itfelf  in  a clap  and 
chancres ; his  furgeon  adminiftered  medi- 
cines for  eight  or  nine  weeks,  and  then  difi- 
mifled  him  as  cured.  In  the  courfe  of  a few 
months  afoul  eruption  overfpread  his  body, 

. and  ulcers  formed  in  his  throat ; he  again 
applied  to  the  furgeon,  who  advifed  faliva- 
tion,  and  foon  after  put  him  in  a courfe  of 
fpitting  for  fome  weeks,  and  then  pro- 
nounced his  cure  to  be  radical.  In  iefs  than 
lix  months  the  difeafe  re-appeared,  but 
with  much  greater  malignity  than  before  : 
the  ulcer  in  the  throat  broke  out  afrefh, 
with  the  addition  of  two  in  the  nofe,  which 
foon  fwelled  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  obflruCt, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  fight  of  the  left  eye, 
and  he  w^as  deprived  of  reft  by  noClurnal 
pains.  Thus  circumftanced,  he  employed 
another  furgeon,  who  alfo  falivated  him  j 
the  fpitting  he  faid  was  continued  above 
three  weeks  longer  than  in  the  preceding 
falivation,  after  which  he  was  alTured  by  his 

medical 
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medical  friend,  that  the  difeafe  was  perfedlly 
removed.  Bufinefs  fome  months  afterwards 
required  his  taking  ajourney  into  the  North, 
where  he  was  alarmed 'with  the  return  of 
fome  of  his  former  fymptoms,  nodurnal 
pains,  &c.  During  his  refidence  in  the 
country,  he  took  a great  deal  of  mercury  in 
various  forms  and  preparations  for  feveral 
weeks  ; which  proving  to  be  merely  palia- 
tive,  he  returned  to^own  and  confulted  an- 
other furgeon,  who  recommended  a third 
falivation ; this  he  did  not  very  readily  a- 
gree  to,  having  experienced  its  inefficacy 
twice  before.  However,  being  informed 
that  it  was  the  dernier  refource,  and  at  the 
fame  time  entertaining  a very  high  opinion 
of  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  his  furgeon, 
he  at  length  confented  to  befalivated  a third 
time;  when  a copious  fpitting  was  con- 
tinued for  a confiderable  time,  as  long  as  it 
could  with  any  degree  of  either  fafety  or 
propriety  be  purfued. 

He  was  attended  likewife  by  aphyfician, 
who,  with  the  furgeon,  declared  that  the 
difeafe  was  entirely  vanquiffied,  and  that  no- 
thing more  was  neceffary  than^ pure, air  and 

H 2 nutritious 
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mitritious  diet  to  recruit  his  ftrength,  and 
finally  complete  the  cure.  Indeed  they  were, 
he  faid,  quite  pofitive  as  to  the  fuccefs  of 
this  laft  falivation,  the  fymptoms  having 
given  way  fo  readily,  and  the  procefs  in 
every  refpedl  been  fo  fatisfadlorily  condu£le4 
throughout.  The  patient  acquiefeed  in  tho 
prognoftic,  and  without  fiirther  delay  re- 
moved into  the  country  for  the  benefit  of 
air,  &c.  This  pleafing  delufioii  lalhed  not 
many  months,  for  he  had  the  mortification 
to  perceive  that  fome  of  the  fyrnptorns  of 
his  old  djforder  were  gradually  coming  for- 
ward agaiii ; he  therefore  confulted  his  phy- 
fician  once  more,  by  whofediredHon  he  took 
fublimate  folution  and  farfaparilla  for  fome 
months ; thefe  medicines  afforded  him  only 
a temporary  relief,  and  were  not  attended 
with  better  fuccefs  than  the  three  falivations 
which  had  preceded  them,  as  evidently  ap-r 
peared  pot  many  months  after  by  a return  of 
the  difeafe.  His  patience  as  well  as  coiir 
flitution  was  by  this  time  nearly  exhaufted  ; 
ipfomuch  that  he  frequently  declared,  no 
one  fhould  ever  perfuade  him  to  make  any 
further  trial  of  medicine,  if  having  fo  re-: 

peated  ly 
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peatedly  proved  fallacious.  The  dlfeafe  how”- 
ever  becoming  almoft  infupportabfe,  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  make  one  effort  more  for 
its  removal : in  confequence  of  which  he 
became  my  patient  at  the  time  above-men- 
tioned, when  he  had  feveral  Ifoul  ulcers  on 
the  back,  two  in  his  nofe,  one  on  the  cheek, 
and  another  behind  the  right  ear ; his  head 
was  almoft  covered  with  fcabs,  as  was  like- 
wife  the  fcrotum ; from  all  thefe  iffued  fuch 
naufeous  effluvia,  that  his  neareft  relations 
and  friends  could  not  remain  in  the  fame 
room  with  him  long  at  a time.  Pains  in  his 
head  and  limbs  prevented  him  from  fleep- 
ing,  except  towards  morning  or  in  the  day. 
His  appetite,  ftrength  and  fpirits  were  fb 
rnuch  rednced,  that  he  defpaired  of  relief 
from  any  thing  but  a total  diflblution.  After 
having  attentively  given  ear  to  this  melan- 
choly detail  of  repeated  difappointnients, 
and  examined  the  ulcers,  &c.  and  made  the 
proper  enquiries  relative  to  his  former  habit 
qf  body,  or  natural  temperament  previous 
to  the  difeafe,  I declared  as  my  opinion, 
that  he  might  be  cured  by  alteratives,  if  of 
tjae  moft  powerful  kind,  and  regularly  per- 
Ifvered  in  for  fome  weeks.  He  alfented. 
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though  not  without  firft  obferving.  that  by 
this  time  he  had  entirely  loft  all  faith  in  me- 
dicine. I prepared  for  him  ftrong  decoaions 
of  the  woods,  and  likewife  alterative  pills, 
and  defired  him  to  take  them  in  fuch  dofes, 
and  as  repeatedly  as  the  ftrength  of  his 
ftomach  would  admit  of.  Relying  folely 
on  the  effeas  of  internals,  I applied  no 
other  drefling  to  the  ulcers  than  dry  lint 
throughout  the  whole  time.  I recommended 
-diet  of  the  moft  nutritious  kind,  and  that  it 
ftiould  be  taken  in  fmall  quantities,  fre- 
quently repeated,  by  reafonof  the  very  weak 
ftate  to  which  the  difeafe  and  reiterated  fali- 
vations  had  reduced  him.  In  little  better 
than  a week,  the  no6lurnal  pains  entirely  left 
him,  the  fcabs  foon  after  fell  off,  and  the 
ulcers  were  in  good  condition  ; bis  appetite 
and  fpirits  daily  increafed,  infomuch  that 
he  thought  himfelf  well  in  lefs  than  a 
month,  the  ulcers  being  all  healed,  and 
every  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  having  by  that 
time  difappeared.— Notwithftanding  which 
I judged  it  neceflary  to  continue  the  medi- 
cines a month  longer,  to  prevent  a rel.ipfe. 
My  patient  had  no  objedHon  to  perfevere  in 
the  life  of  them  for  any  length  of  time, 

having 
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having  already  experienced  fuch  falutary* 
efFe£ts;  which,  with  great  pleafure,  he  con- 
trafted  to  thofe  of  the  methods  he  had  for-* 
merly  purfued ; inftead  of  being  confined  to 
his  chamber,  and  undergoing  one  of  the 
greatefi:  punifhments  (as  he  expreffed  it) 
in  the  power  of  the  faculty  to  inflidl,  namely, 
that  naufeous  procefs  a falivation,  he  had 
enjoyed  moderate  exercife  in  the  open  air 
everyday  the  whole  time  he  was  under  cure, 
and  experienced  an  increafe  of  appetite, 
ftrength  and  fpirits  in  proportion  to  the 
time  of  ufing  the  medicines  ; and  as  a proof 
of  their  not  being  unpleafant,  he  conftantly 
drank  the  apozem  at  meals,  and  at  other 
times  when  thirfly.  Thus  was  he  radically 
cured  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  having 
never  experienced  any  return  of  the  com- 
plaint, as  he  not  long  fince  informed  me, 

CASE  XIX.  ' 

I 

Three  years  fince,  a Merchant  in  Weft- 
minfier  employed  me  to  extricate  him  from 
the  following  difagreeables  ; nodes  on  the 
Ihins,  an  ulcer  in  the  throat,  nodlurnal 
pains,  and  a fca.bby  ejuption  on  his  body, 

which 
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which  from  its  ftench  was  extremely  ofien-* 
five.  He  was  much  emaciated,  and  had 
little  or  no  appetite.  I defired  to  be  in- 
formed of  particulars,  the  date  of  the  difeafe, 
in  what  manner  it  firft  appeared,  and  what 
method  had  been  ufed  for  its  removal.  To 
which  he  replied,  that  in  the  year  1772 
he  caught  the  infedion,  which  made  its 
firh:  appearance  in  a bubo  on  the  right  groin, 
and  was  not  preceded  by  either  chancre  or 
clap,  nor  had  he,  ever  been  infe£led  before. 
The  tumour  increafed  very  fall  and  was  ex- 
tremely painful,  his  furgeon  encouraged 
fuppuration,  and  when  that  was  complete, 
opened  it  by  cauftic.  The  difcharge  con- 
tinued upwards  of  three  months,  during 
which  time  he  rubbed  in  large  quantities  of 
mercurial  ointment,  and  was  purged  at  in- 
tervals to  prevent  a fore  mouth  ; and  at  the 
end  of  about  fourteen  weeks  his  cure  was 
pronounced.  In  a few  months  however,  the 
difeafe  returned ; ulcers  having  formed  in 
the  throat,  accompanied  with  noflurnal 
pains  in  his  head  and  limbs,  for  which  he 
underwent  a falivation,  and  was  again  fup- 
pofed  to  have  received  a cure;  but  in  lefs 

than  fix  months  he  was  obliged  to  apply  once 

more' 
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more  to  his  fiirgeon,  the  dlfeafe  having  re- 
appeared with  the  addition  of  a node  on  the 
left  Ihin-bone  ; he  was  falivated  a fecond 
time,  and  was  faid  to  be  perfedlly  cured. 
After  fome  months  the  difeafe  again  ap- 
peared, when  he  employed  another  furgeon 
who  perfuaded  him  to  make  trial  of  faliva- 
tion  for  the  third  time,  which  affording  only 
a temporary  relief,  he  confulted  a phyfician, 
by  whofe  diredions  he  took  medicines 
for  feveral  months,  until  the  difeafe  was 
thought  to  be  removed ; being  reduced  by 
this  procefs  to  a very  languid  date,  country^ 

' air  and  afs’s  milk  was -recommended,  but 
they  had  not  the  defired  effedf: ; for  foon  . 
after  the  difcontinuance  of  anti-venereals, 
he  gradually  relapfed  into  his  former  fitua- 
tion.  His  medical  friends  being  again  con-  \ 
fulted,  they  ftrongly  urged  the  neceffity  of 
a fourth  falivation,  as  the  only  probable 
means  of  fucceeding ; by  this  time  he  en- 
tertained no  very  high  opinion  of  falivation, 
but  being  almoft  worn  out  with  pain  and' 
difappointment,  he  agreed  to  it  with  this 
provifo,  that  it  Ihould  be  carried,  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  terminate  ?n  the  perfedl  re- 
eftablifhment  of  his  health,  or  in  the  ^rand 

I cur« 
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cure  of  all  mortal  complaints.  To  humour 
him  they  acquiefced  in  the  propofal,.  and 
he  was  falivated  for  the  'fourth  time  ; the 
fpitting  they  allured  him  was  continued  as 
long,  and  to  as  great  a degree  as  his  ftrength 
poffibly^ could  admit  of:  and  every  circum- 
flance  conlidered,  they  had  not  the  leaft 
reafon  to  doubt  but  a radical  cure  would  be 
the  confequence.  This  delirable  predidioii 
however,  was  by  no  means  verified,  as 
evidently  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  a few 
months,  the  difeafe  returning'  with  feem- 
ingly  accumulated  virulence,  which  he 
obferved  to  be  the  cafe  after  each  of  the 
preceding  falivations.  Haviiig  finilhed  the 
narrative,  he  defired  to  be  informed  whether 
I could  render  him  any  fervice,  which  he 
was  induced  to  believe  might  happen,  from 
fome  accoiinjts  he  had  lately  heard  of  my 
having  effected  cures  after  the  failure  of  re- 
peated falivations.  1 told  him  that  I had 
been  fuccefsful  in  that  line,  and  notwith- 
fianding  the  obftinacy  of  his  difeafe,  I 
entertained  fome  hopes  of  relieving  him. 
After  fome  further  converfation,  he  defired 
me  to  adminifter  what  I thought  proper, 
'and  that  he  would  ftri(5lly  obferve  my 

direftions 
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dlreclions  in  every  refpeft.  Accordingly,  I 
recommended  a courfe  of  alteratives ; and 
at  the  fame  time  the  moft  nutritious  diet, 
with  moderate  exercife  in  the  open  air,  to 
be  frequently  repeated,  proportionably  to 
his  cncreafc  of  ftrength.  Within  the  firfl 
fortnight  I fent  him  three  times  to  a bagnio, 
in  order  both  to  cleanfe  the  Ikin  and  pro- 
mote perfpiration.  By  thefe  means  he  ob- 
tained a perfedb  cure  in  the  fpace  of  ten 
weeks,  and  has  remained  healthy  ever  hnce. 

CASE  XX.  ' 

A Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall, four  years  ago,  put  himfelf  under  my 
care,  his  cafe  was  a confirmed  pox,  under 
which  he  had  laboured  near  eight  years,  the 
fymptoms  at  times  having  been  palliated  by 
five  falivations,  and  a variety  of  medicines. 
Upon  my  requeuing  to  be  informed  of  every, 
particular  relative  to  his  complaintj^  he  told 
me,  that  being  a man  of  very  few  words, 
he  never  dealt  in  long  narrations,  of  which 
his  cafe  would  prove  one  if  given  in  detail ; 
he  flrould  therefore  mention  a few  of  the 
moll;  material  circumlfances,  and  wrap  them 
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up  in  very  fmall  compafs.  He  faid,  That 
about  eight  years  before,  he  contra£led  a 
fmall  chancre  on  the  penis  near  the  fraenum, 
which  his  furgeon  healed  in  a few  days  by 
the  ufe  of  mercurials  both  externally  and 
internally.  Alhort  time  after,  a bubo  form- 
ed in  the  groin;  it  fuppurated,  was  opened  by 
cauftic,  and,  after  difcharging  fome  weeks, 
healed ; he  took  medicines  fix  or  eight 
weeks,  and  was  faid  to  be  cured.  In  the 
courfe  of  a few  months  he  was  vifited  by 
ah  ulcer  in  the  throat,  nodes,  and  nodlurnal 
pains.  In  fine,  the  inveteracy  of  his  difeafe 
was  Rich,  that,  from  the  time  above  men- 
tioned, to  that  in  which  he  was  Ipeaking, 
it  had  withflood  five  falivations,  and  great 
quantities  of  different  medicines  adminifler- 
ed  between  each  of  them : and  (as  he  exr 
prefied  it)  had  he  not  had  the  confHtution 
of  a horfe,  the  difeafe,  or  the  methods  ufed 
for  its  removal,  mufl:  in  that  length  of  time 
have  deftroyed  him  : but  thanks  to  heaven, 

, his  ftamlna  were  naturally  of  the  firongefi; 
kind.  He  was  now  quite  emaciated  and 
worn  down  with  nocturnal  pains  in  his 
l)ead,  limbs,  &c,  There  were  thrpe  nodes 

on 


[61]  ■ 

on  liis  ribs,  and  a large  nicer  on  the  head^ 
from  whence  feveral  pieces  of  bone  had  ex- 
foliated, and  many  more  were  fo  loofe  as  to 
require  extra6tIon  foon  after  he  became  my 
patient ; this  opening  had  been  made  by 
a cauftic  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  a 
large  colle£lion  of  matter.  Thefe  were  his 
fymptoms  at  the  time  he  made  application 
to  me  ; and  notwlthftanding  the  meafures 
hitherto  adopted  had  fucceeded  n5  better 
than  as  mere  palliatives,  I defpaired  not  of 
removing  the  difeafe  ; having  fo  frequently 
experienced  the  powerful  effedls  of  alterants 
in  the  moft  confirmed  cafes,  where  many 
repeated  fallvatlons  had  proved  abortive. 
This  gentleman  acquired  a radical  cure  in 
three  months  by  the  ufe  of  alteratives  : had 
the  exfoliations  been  compleated  fooner,  I 
' fhould  not  have  given  him  the  medicines 
fo  long. 

CASE  XXL  , 

In  the  year  1777,  a Gentleman  from  the 
county  of  York,  came  up  to  town  to  be 
under  my  care.  He  had  been  aiFildled  with 
a venereal  complaint  almoft  ever  fince  his 
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birth,  by  means  of  an  infeaed  luirfe,  whofe 
foul  milk  fo  gradually  affedled  him,  that 
fome  weeks  elapfed  before  his  parents  were 
able  to  account  for  his  declining  hate  of 
health ; happily  however,  the  caule  was 
difcovered,  and  a check  put  to  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  by  means  of  anti-r 
venereals.  The  growth  however  of  the 
child  was  much  impeded,  as  the  medicines 
though  cond^nued  a long  time  had  only 
palliated  the  lymptoms,  and  faved  the  life  ■ 
of  the  patient.  When  he  confulted  me, 
his  age  did  not  exceed  twenty  years,  he 
carried  but  little  flefh,  and  was  low  . in 
flature,  although  his  parents  were  the  reverfe. 
Foul  eruptions  frequently  infefted  many 
parts  of  his  body,  and  fometimes  afforded 
a temporary  relief  from  the  achs  and  pains 
which  he  generally  at  other  times  exr 
perienced.  His  eyes  were  extremely  weak, 
and  often  fo  much  affected  by  this  acrid  - 
humour,  as  to  be  threatened  with  a lofs  of 
fight.  The  infedlion  having  been  thus 
deeply  rooted  in  the  conftitution,  and  in  a 
manner  intervowen  with  it  from  his  in- 
fancy, I entertained  very  (lender  hopes  of 
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totally  eradicating  it ; this  opinion  I com- 
municated to  my  patient,  who,  neverthelefs, 
entered  very  chearfully  upon  a courfe  of  my 
medicines,  which  fome  of  his  acquaintance 
had  frequently  given  him  a very  favourable 
account  of.  In  the  fpace  of  three  weeks 
he  acquired  a good  appetite ; the  cutaneous 
eruption  gradually  gave  way,  as  did  like- 
wife  the  pain  in  his  limbs,  &c.  he  daily 
improved  in  ftrength  and  fpirits,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  months  appeared  to  be  in 
high  health,  and  was  grown  fat.  By  my 
advice  he  continued  the  medicines  three 
months  longer,  and  was  then  perfe(Stly  cured. 

' Let  this,  amongfl:  many  other  fimilar 
Inftances,  ferve  as  a caution  to  parents  how 
they  entruft  their  infant  offspring  to  mer- 
cenaries, Other  acrid  humours  may  often' 
be  derived  from  the  fame  unhappy  fource, 

CASE  XXII. 

A Tradesman  in  Weftmipfter,  about 
two  years  and  a half  fince,  became  my  pa- 
tient, together  with  his  wife  and  child,'  who, 
at  that  time,  were  all  infedfed  with  the 
venereal  difeafe ; the  man  had  a copper- 
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coloured  eruption  on  his  body,  and  an  ulcer 
in  the  thioat^  the  woinan  a bubo  in  the 
right  groin,  and  nodurnal  pains  ; and  the 
child  a venereal  eruption  which  overfpread 
the  greateft  part  of  its  body.  This  com- 
plicated fcene  of  diftrcfs  took  its  rife  from 
the  hufbaud,  who  informed  me,  that  nine 
or  ten  months  before,  he  had  made  an 
imprudent  connexion ; twelve  days  after 
which,  a fmall  ulceration  (a  common  ex- 
coriation he  fuppofed  it  to  be,  though^  in 
-reality  a chancre"’^)  made  its  appearance  on 
the  glans  penis,  near  the  frgenum  ; not 
fufpeding  it  to  be  venereal,  he  applied  a 
piece  of  dry  lint  or  cotton,  which  healed  it 
in  a few  days.  On  examining  the  part,  I 
found,  that  notwithftanding  it  had  Ikinned 
over  fo  readily,  yet  there  remained  a fmall 
callofity,  from  which  all  this  mifchief  had 
originated.  In  the  courfe  of  a few  months 
be  had  reafon  to  fulpedl  himfelf  to  be  iri- 
fe6led,  and  a fhort  time  after  the  mortifica- 
tion to  find  that  he  had  communicated  the 
difeafe  to  his  wife,  from  whofe  milk  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  child  alfo.  An  enlargement 

' ^ By  the  patient’s  account  not  much  larger  than 
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of  the  inguinal  gland  was  the  firft  venereal 
fymptom  that  attacked  the  woman,  none  of 
the  neighbouring  parts  having  been  at  all 
affe<Sled  ; we  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
Ihe  received  the  Infedlion  from  the  conta- 
minated feinen  of  the  man.  The  family 
furgeon  and  apothecary  having  for  fome 
time  adminiftered  medicines  without  the 
defired  effecft ; I was  thereupon  called  in, 
and  found  the  parties  in  the  fituation  as  a- 
bove  defcribed.  The  child  at  this  time  was 
not  more  than  twelve  months  old,  confe- 
quently  very  little  fuccefs  could  be  ex- 
pe(9;ed  from  the  application  of  medicine 
immediately  to  the  infant  itfeif,  for,  let 
the  preparation  be  ever  fo  palatable  to  the 
tafte,  or  gentle  in  its  effe6ls,  a fufficient 
quantity 'would  not  be  taken  to  eradicate  a 
difeafe  of  this  kind.  Therefore,  I defired 
the  mother  to  continue  fuckling  her  child, 
that  the  remedy  might  be  conveyed  to  it 
through  the  fame  channel  that  had  com- 
municated the  difeafe ; for  this  purpofe, 

I immediately  put  her  under  a courfe  of 
alteratives,  of  which  fhe  could  only  take 
fmall  dofes  on  account  of  the  infant,  where- 
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by  the  cure  was  protra^ed  to  near  foiu‘ 
months,  at  which  period  I had  the  fatis- 
faction  of  feeing  both  mother  and  child 
■perfeflly  freed  from  this  loathfome  difeafe. 
The  man’s  health,  was  re-eftablilhed  in  half 
the  time  that  had, been  requifite  for  the  cure 
of  his  wife  and  child,  by  reafon  of  his  tak- 
ing the  medicines  in  their  full  dofes. 

I COULD  mention  .feveral  cafes  fimilar  to 
the  foregoing  ones,  was  I not  of  opinion, 
that  they  will  elucidate  the  fubjedl  as  well 
as  ten  tiroes  the  number. 

N,  B.  In  the  treatment  of  chancres,  tlieir 
♦ 

callolity  fhould  be  r.emoved  as  expeditiouily 
as  poffible,  to  prevent  the  ill  effedls  of  ab~ 
forption  which  will  otherwife  enfue. 

Excoriations  on  the  -glans  penis  and 
praeputium  of  men,  and  on  the  labiapudendi, 
vagina,  &c.  of  women,  have  very  freqiiently 
been  treated  in  the  moll:  erroneous  manneV; 
fome  that  were  truly  venereal,  have  been 
totally  negleded,  whilfl  others  that  arole 
from  very  different  caufes,  have  been  fo 
l^arefully  jitteiided  to,’  as  almofl  to  endanger 
< tiie 
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the  life  of  the  patient ; by  the  application 
of  ftrong  mercurials,  draftic  purges,  &c. 
Nor  are  inftances  wanting  of-  perfons  being 
falivated  on  the  like  occafion. 

\ ' PROPHYLACTICS. 

Having  treated  hitherto  on  curatives 
only,  let  us  jiow  bedow  a few  thoughts 
- upon  preventives.  The  dodirine  of  pre- 
vention, although  it  may  not  be  coeval, 
with  the  difeafe,  is  neverthelefs  of  coii- 
fiderable  antiquity  : fo^r  the  accompiifh- 
ment  of  fo  delirable  a purpofe,  a great  va- 
riety of  methods  have  been  propofed;  many 
of  them  are  to  the  highed:  degree  abfurd, 
and  a few  only  that  bear  even  the  femblance 
of  probability,  particularly  amongd  thofe 
recommended  by  the  ancients. 

During  my  attendance  at  the  ledlures 
of  medical  profedbrs  feveral  years  dnce,  I 
have  frequently  been  much  entertained  at 
the  ingenuity  with  which  this  fubjedl  has 
been  handled.  One  of  thefe  gentlemen  has 
drongiy  contended,  that  a mucilaginous  or 
oleaginous  application  is  the  only  topical 
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6ne  that  can  be  depended  upon ; and,  in 
lupport  of  this  opinion,  expatiated  on  the 
power  of  emollient  and  unduous  remedies 
in  correi^ing  or  counteradling  the  moft 
acrid  and  corrollve  fubffances,  by  blunting 
their  fpicula,  and  fheathing  the  acute  an- 
gles, &c.  thereof.  Another  profelfor,  per- 
haps equally  learned,  and  probably  not 
inferior  to  the  former  in  experience,  .inlifts, 
that  a ftrong  alkali  is  the  only  thing  which 
can  effedl  this  grand  delideratum,  and  for 
this  reafon,  that  in  order  to  expel  the  ve- 
nereal virus  as  expeditioufly  as  poffible,  no- 
thing will  be  fo  likely  to  anfwer  that  pur- 
pofe,  as  a medicine  of  this  kind,  which 
immediately  ftimulates  the  glands  to  fuch 
a degree,  as  to  produce  a very  copious  fe- 
. cretion  of  their  fluids,  and  thereby  diflodge 
the  enemy  without  either  impediment  or 
delay.  With  equal  plaufibility,  acids  have 
been  recommended  by  fome,  and  Ipirits  by 
others  ; not  confidering  that  the  pain,  &c. 
arifing  therefrom,  would  frequently  injure 
as  much,  and  perhaps  fometimes  more, 
than  the  dlleafe  which  they  were  intended 
to  guard  againft. 
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Very  numerous  have  been  the  advocates 
for  mercurial  preparations,  whilft  feveral 
have  given  the  preference  to  thofe  of  lead. 
Every  man  of  experience,  however,  mull 
acknowledge  that  theories  in  general  (how 
fpecious  foever  they  may  appear)  are,  the 
major  part  of  them,  extremely  defective, 
when  put  to  the  teft.  I have  myfelf  feen  a 
number  of  various  experiments  made  on  the 
prefeht  fubjeft ; indeed  the  line  of  practice 
in  whieh  for  many  years  I have  been  ma- 
terially engaged,  has  enabled  me  to  profecute 
an'  enquiry  of  this  kind  to  as  great  an  ex- 
tent as  moft  men  : and  after  all,  I am  per- 
fuaded  that  very  gentle  ftimulants*  will  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  more  efFedually  than  ap- 
plications of  any  other  fort ; I am  led  to  be 
of  fuch  an  opinion  from  the  very  great  fuc- 
fefs  that  has  attended  this  mode  of  prefer- 
vation  for  feveral  years  paft ; thofe  of  my 
patients  who  have  made  the  proper  and 
timely  ufe  of  a conipoiition  of  this  kind, 
have  not  been  infected,  I believe,  once  in 
fifty  times  upon  an  average ; which  con- 
fidering  all  clrcumflances,  is  as  much  as  can 

*'  A weak  folution  of  metallic  falts. 
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reafonably  be  expeaed.  . Were  I to  aflert 
that  any  medicine  or  preparation  is  infalli- 
ble, I Ihould  pay  no  great  compliment  to 
the  underftanding  of  my  readers,  by  ad- 
vancing fo  palpable  a falfehood ; fuffice  it 
to  obfeiTe,  that  fome  of  my  friends  enter- 
tain the  higheft  opinion  of  this  compofition, 
from  the  great  and  repeated  rifks  they, have 
ran  for  many  months  fucceffively,  without 
receiving  the  lead  injury ; notwithftanding 
their  fometimes  copulating  with  fuch  as 
they  knew  to  be  infeded  at  the  time  of 
adtion.  : 

s 

i 

To  guard  againfl:  the  infedlion,  Ibme 
practitioners  have  thought  it  fufficient  to 
advife  the  application  of  unctuous  or  other 
fubftances  to  the  glans  penis,  in  order  to 
obftruCt  or  clofe  up  the  abforbent  veflels  or 
pores  thereof,  being  of  opinion,  that  the 
enemy  always  gets  admiffion  that  way  : in 
oppolition  to  fuch  doCtrine,  be  it  remem- 
bered, that  chancres  frequently  fix  upon 
other  parts  of  the  penis,'  and  fometimes 
attack  the  fcrotum  and  its  vicinities,  from 
which  buboes  have  enfued,  as  appears  in 
fome  of  the  foregoing  cafes. 
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GLEETS. 

Of  gleets  iffuing  from  the  urethra,  there 
are  two  fpecies  upon  which  I propofe  mak- 
ing fome  obfervations ; namely,  the  venereal 
gleet,  and  the  feminal  one.  The  former 
is  the  difcharge  whfch  fucceeds  a clap ; in 
other  words,  the  running  that  continues 
after  the  removal  of  infedtion  ; this  difeale 
arifes  from  the  urethral  ulcerations  not  hav- 
ing been  healed  in  proper  time,  which  may 
be  occahoned  by  various  means ; for  in- 
llance,  by  too  frequent  repetition  of  llrong 
cathartics ; by  unduous  applications  long 
continued ; by  acrimonious  humours  5 in  , 
fine,  by  any  thing  that  relaxes  to  too  great 
a degree,  or  for  too  long  a continuance. 

The  cure  is  often  protraiSed  by  the  ir- 
regularity of  the  patient,  who  fometimes  is 
kind  enough  to  impute  it  to  the  milinanage- 
ment  of  his  furgeon ; and  on  the  other  hand, 
it  may  fo  happen,  as  to  be  really  the  cafe. 

Some  of  the  reafons  affigned  for  the  diffi- 
culty of  curing  ulcers  on  the  legs,  will  hold 

good 
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good  in  thofe  of  the  urethra  ; the  fituation 
of  both  affording  a depending  orifice,  or 
drain  to  the  humours,  which  confequeiitly 
will  very  readily  flow  down  thereto  ; and 
when  Nature  has  been  accuftomed  for  a 
length  of  time  to  any  particular  evacuation, 
and  the  outlet  thereof,  the  flux  of  humours 
will  there  be  very  conuderable,  and  the  talk 
of  diverting  them  to  any  other  channel  will 
be  proportionably  difficult. 

I 

Another  difagreable  circumflance  at- 
tending ulcerations  of  the  urethra,  Is,  the 
frequent  flows  of  urine  over  them,  which 
at  times  being  highly  acrimonious,  mull: 
interrupt  the  digeflion  of  the  ulcers  ; and 
a part  of  it  lodging  In  them,  may  c’orrode 
in  fome  degree,  unlefs  prevented  by  pro- 
per topical  applications,  which  cannot  here 
be  conveyed' in  a more  fuitable  form  than 
that  of  injedlion.  And  even  after  the  ulcers 
are  healed  it  will  generally  be  found  expe- 
dient to  continue  injedlion  a week  or  ten 
days  longer,  to  confirm  the  parts,  and  de- 
fend them  from  the  urinous  falts,  w'hich 
(fliould  this  precaution  be  omitted)  are 
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fometimes  fo  acrid  as  to  abrade  the  new 
ikln,  and  make  the  fores  difcharge  afrefh. 
The  fame  thing  may  happen  when  the  urine 
is  loaded  with  coarfe  gravel  or  ftones,  which 
will  foon  deftroy  the  tender  cicatrix;  and  if 
neglefted  but  a few  days,  a deflu6tion  of 
humours  to  the  part  may  enfue,  and  mull 
confequently  retard  the  cure. 

I - ' 

So  high  an  opinion  do  I entertain'  of  in- 
jeflions.  that  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
almofl  every  gleet  (unaccompanied  with 
y caruncles,  or  callous  edges  of  thofe  ulcers 
from  whence  it  proceeds)  may  be  cured  by 
injedfion,  provided  the  redundant  acrimony  ' 
(if  there  happens  to  be  any)  (hail  have  been 
previoufly  corredfed.  Innumerable  almoft 
are  the  inftances  which  might  be  produced 
in  fuppo'rt  of  this  opinion:  a few  only  of 
tlie  moft  remarkable  ones  wdll  be  here  in- 
troduced to  elucidate  that  point. 

‘ Gleets,  attended  with  great  obftrudllons 
in  the  urethra,  occafioned  by  carnohties, 
caruncles,  callohties,  fungufes,  &c.  (call 
them  by  what  names  you  pleafe)  will  ge- 
nerally require  medicated  bougies  to  re- 
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move  them  before  we  can  expert  a radicaf 

cure  of  the  gleet.  They  will  llkewlfe  be 

neceffary  in  the  removal  of  ftridfures,  and 

the  callous  edges  of  old  obflinate  ulcers  in 

this  part, 

« 

As  to  the  compolition  of  bougies,  great 
care  muft  be  had  that  nothing  corrofive  or 
very  ftimulating  be  introduced  therein ; on 
the  contrary,  it  muft  confifl  of  the  mildeft 
digeftives ; and  when,  formed  into  bougies,- 
muft  have  a very  even  poliflied  furface,  and 
be  of  fuch  temper  or  confiftence  as  readily 
to  adapt  themfelves  to  the  curvatures,  &c. 
of  the  urethra,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  be. 
endued  with  fufficient  ftrength  to  make  the 
neceffary  preffure.  The  foregoing  caution 
relative  to  the  compofition  of  bougies,  can- 
not be  too  muth  inculcated,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  delicate  texture  of  the  urethra  and 
Its  extreme  irritability:  no  part  of  the  body, 
I prefume,  bearing  greater  analogy  in  point 
of  fenfibility  : than  the  urethra  to  the  eye. 

I N the  management  of  bougies,  more 
attention  is  neceffary  than  people  in  general 
imagine;  for  inflaiice,  if  too  large  a owe  be 

introduced^ 
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introduced,  or  too  much  force  ufed,  either 
an  hsemorrhage  (that  very  much  alarms  the 
patient,  though  in  other  refpeds  not  pre- 
judicial) or  an  inflammation  enfues,  which 
mufl:  retard  the -cure,  fhould  it  produce  no 
Other  di^"^gfGG-3-hle  efle^t. 

The  diftention  of  thefe  parts  ought  to  be 
jnade  very  gradually  for  the  reafons  above 
affigned,  as  well  as  to  avoid  the  pain  that 
muft  otherwife  be  occafloned.  If  the  end 
of  the  bougie  be  fuffered  to  prefs  againft 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  generally  flimu- 
lates  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  produce  a 
llrangury. 

A LIGATURE  of  fome  kind  Ihould'  be  al- 
ways affixed  to  a bougie,  previous  to,  or  im- 
mediately after  its  introdudlion,  both  to  pre- 
vent it  from  flipping  into  the  bladder,  and 
to  retain  it  exactly  in  the  proper  fltuation. 

How  long  each  bougie  may  be  worn,  will 
depend  upon  the  irritation  it  occafions  ; it 
muft  not  remain  in  the  urethra  after  it  be- 
comes painful,  for  reafons  very  obvious. 
When  the  urethra  has  been  habituated  to 
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them,  they  may  be  retained’  the  wholg 
night,  provided  lleep  be  not  thereby  pre, 
vented,  or  much  interrupted. 

^ Antecedent  to  a courfe  of  bougies,  It 
will  frequently  be  neceffary  to  prepare  the 
parts  with  a cooling  injedlion,  and  to  repeat 
it  during  the  ufe  of  them,  as  foon  as  the 
leaft  fymptom  of  inflammation  makes  its 
appearance.  Gentle  aperients  at  this  time 
may  likewife  be  ferviceable,  fuch  as  leni- 
tive electuary,  fulphur,  magnefia,  &c.  Mo- 
derate exercife,  and  a total  abflinence  from 
acids  and  flrong  liquors  mufl:  alfo  be  en- 
joined. 

\ 

As  to  the  length  of  time  which  may  be 
proper  to  continue  the  ufe  of  bougies,  that 
; mufl:  depend  upon  the  degree  of  obflrudioa 
in  the  paflage,  and  the  irritability  thereof, 
together  with  the  patient’s  habit  of  body, 
and  many  other  circumflances. 

1 , 

It  will  nqt  I believe  be  difputed,  that 
there  may  be  the  ab^fe,  ss  well  as  proper 
ufe  of  bougies,  for  Ihould  they  be  continued 
long  after  the  difappearance  of  dilcharge,  a 
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frelh  running  will  be  produced,  by  the  very 
means  employed  to  remove  the  old  one ; 
they  are  not,  however,  to  be  left  off  abrupt- 
ly ; It  muft  be  done  gradatim,  left  the  ci- 
catrix fliould  exceed  its  due  bounds,  and 
thereby  leffen  the  diameter  of  the  urethra. 

Men  fometimes  want  patience  under  a 
courfe  of  bougie  ; but  the  time  may  be 
greatly  fhortened  by  the  afliftance  of  proper 
injeflions.  Many  inftances  indeed  have  oc- 
curred, where  injedion  has  performed  a 
cure,  after  bougie,  and  every  other  remedy 
proved  ineffeflual.  Such  improvement  has 
of  late  been  made  in  this  refpe<ft,  that 
I do  not  find  it  neceflary  to  ufe  half  the 
^ number  of  bougies  which  I formerly  did, 
cures  now  being  effedfed  in  fo  much  lefs 
pime. 


CASE  XXIII. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1777,  I was  ap- 
plied to  by  a Gentleman  of  fortune  in  the 
county  of  Derby,  who  had  laboured  under 
a venereal  gleet  for  more  than  fix  years  ; in 
the  courfe  of  which  time  he  had  employed 

feveral 
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feveral  of  the  faculty  in  his  own  neighbouiv 
hood,  and  made  journies  to  town  for  the 
opinions  and  prefcriptions  of  fome  eminent 
ones  in ' the  metropolis;  in  confec^uence 
whereof,  he  had  ufed  a variety  of  medicines 
both  external  and  internal,  which  afforded 
him  only  a temporary  relief ; the  difcharge 
jgenerally  returning  in  ten  days  or  a fort- 
night afterwards.  The  difeafe  commenced, 
he  faid,  in  the  year  3770,  when  he  con- 
tra£led  a clap,  for  the  cure  of  which,  his 
furgeon  had  purged  him  pretty  brifkly,  and 
ufed  a confiderable  quantity  of  mercurial 
ointment,  until  the  infeclion  was  fuppofed 
to  be  removed ; then,  balfamics,  aftr in- 
gents, &c.  &c.  were  adminiftered;  and  he 
afterwards  ufed  the  cold  bath  for  feveral 
weeks  fucceffively.  All  thefe  expedients 
however  proved  merely  palliative,  as  the 
complaint  confeantly  returned  foon  after 
their  difcontinuance.  The  difcharge  was 
copious  and  of  a deep  yellow  colour  ; I de- 
hred  permiffion  to  examine  the  urethra  with 
a bougie,  he  readily  aflented,  but  obferved 
that  bougies  w'ould  be  of  no  fervice  to  him, 
having  ufed  them  upwards  of  eleven  months 

without 
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Without  any  good  efFe£t ; I informed  hinl 
that  I did  not  propofe  his  wearing  them, 
iinlefs  there  fhould  be  a very  material  ob- 
ftrucSlion  in  the  paffage ; which  upon  ex- 
amination not  being  the  cafe,  I recom- 
mended alteratives  and  an  aftringent  in- 
jeftion,  the  former  to  be  continued  three 
weeks  or  a month,  and  the  latter,  double 
that  time — with  moderate  exerdTe,  and  a 
ilritfi:  abftinence  from  acids  of  every  kind ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  keep  his  body  folu- 
tive  with  fulphur  or  magnefia  alba.  By  thefe 
means  he  was  radically  cured  in  the  fpace 
of  two  months,  and  has  remained  well  ever 
fnce,  as  he  perfonally  informed  me  in  the 
month  of  January,  1780. 

♦ 

C.  A S E • XXIV. 

I 

About  two  years  fince  a Gentleman  in 
Weftminfter  applied  to  me  for  the  removal 
of  a gleet,  which  had  troubled  him  twelve 
years  ; during  that  time,  he  had  at  intervals 
taken  a great  deal  of  medicine,  and  of  various 
kinds.  One  remarkable  circurnftance  attend- 
ing this  cafe,  was,  that  notwithftanding  the 
very  long  continuance  of  the  running,  no 

carnofities 
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fcarnofities  or  obflrudions  of  any  fort  ha^ 
formed  in  the  urethra,'  which  I afcertained 
by  the  introdudion  of  a bougie,  previous  to 
delivering  any  opinion  upon  it ; when  finding 
the  paffage  perfedly  clear,  I told  my  patient 
that  his  complaint  in  all  probability  might 
be  removed  without  much  difficulty,  pro- 
vided he  would  live  temperately,  and  adhere 
ftridly  to  the  rules  I ffiould  prefcribe ; name- 
ly, to  avoid  acids,  Ibrong  diquors,  and  vio- 
lent exercife ; and  regularly  to  ufe  every 
night  and  morning  a fyringeful  of  injedion^ 
Thefe  he  did;  and  was  perfedly  cured  in 
the  courfe  of  three  months. 

CASE  XXV. 

A NOBLE  Lord,  in  the,  month  of  May-j 
1778,  fent  fbivme,  on  account  of  a gleet  at- 
tended with  a fmall  obftrudion  in  the  ure- 
thra : he  informed  me  that  Ins  diforder/was 
of  four  years  {landing,  and  had  refifted  every 
means  prefcribed  for  its  removal ; that  he 
had  taken  a variety  of  medicines,  been  once 
falivated,  and  had  ufed  bougies.  The  dif- 
charge  was  thin,  yellow  and  copious,  un- 
accompanied with  either  pain  or  inflamma- 
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tlon.J  As  his  Lordfliip  was  of  a gdod  habit 
of  body,  I did  not  ptefcribe  any  internal 
renaedies,  but  trufted  wholly  to  injedlioiij 
which  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  effefled  a 
radical  cure. 

N.  B.  The  fame  regimen  was  obferved 
as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  the  injection 
was  ufed  three  times  each  day. 

■ C A S E ^ XXVI. 

A Stationer  in  Weftminfterj  three 
years  ago,  applied  to  mCj  in  confequence  of 
a gleet,  with  afmall  caruncle  in  the  urinary 
canal,  which  complaint  he  had  laboured 
under  upwards  of  five  years,  and  during  that 
time  had  ufed  various  medicines,  but  they 
had  all  proved  ineffectual  j he  was  however, 
perfectly  cured  in  lefs  ^han  two  months* 
merely  by  the  ufe  of  injection, 

CASE  xxvir* 

/ * 

I was  confulted  about  two  years  fince  by 

a Coal-merchant  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 

M who 
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Wilo  had  then  contracled  a virulent  gonor- 
rhaea,  in  addition  to  an  old  gleet  wnth  which 
he  had  been  troubled  for  lome  years.  He 
exprelTed  much  concern  at  this  accident, 
imagining  that  the  gleet  would  be  a great 
^nipedimeiiL  to  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhaea  i 
but  I foon  made  him  ealy  on  that  head,  by 
obferving,  that  probably  both  complaints 
would  be  removed  at  the  fame  time,  as  I 
had  very  frequently  been  fortunate  enough 
to  cure  clap  and  gleet  both  together : and 
indeed  it  fo  happened'  in  this  cafe,  at  the 
end  of  five  weeks,  by  means  of  injedlion  * 
and  an  alterative  apozem, 

CASE  XXVIII. 

t 

About  feventeen  months  ago,  an  Irida 
Peer  became  my  patient;  his  cafe  was  a ve- 
nereal gleet,  with  w^iich  he  had  been  ahiidled 
many  years : bougies  as  well  as  internal  me- 
dicines had  been  ^repeatedly  u^ed  without 

fuccefs.  Upon  examination  I found  a fmall 
carnofity  in  the  urethra,  from  which  iflued  a 

moderate  quantity  of  yellow  matter.  I'pro- 
pofed  injedion,  but  he  at  firfl  objeded  to  it, 

alledging 
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alledgiiig  his  having  tried  it  without  effedl ; 
not  confidering  (as  I obferved  to  him)  that 
the  compofition  of  injedlions  was  as  likely  to 
vary  as  that  of  any  other  remedy.  I likewife 
related  to  him  fome  inftances  wherein  that 
mode  of  cure  had  been  particularlyfuccefsful 
after  every  other  had  proved  the  reverfe.  He 
thereupon  agreed  to  put  it  once  more  to  the' 
tell:,  hut  was  obliged  to  defer  it  for  a few 
weeks  on  account  of  a long  journey  he  was 
the  next  day  to  fet  out  upon.  In  the  courfe 
of  a month  his  Lordfhip  returned,  and  then 
informed  me  that  my  attendance  was  doubly  , 
necelTary  to  him  ; having,  on  the  journey, 
added  a clap  to  the  old  diforder.  The  run- 
ning was  plentiful,  and  accompanied  with 
a heat  of  urine  and  chordee. 

• 

I IMMEDIATELY  recommended  the  ufo 
of  injeftion  and  a few  alterative  pills,  which, 
with  a proper  regimen,  perfedly  cured  him 
of  both  clap  and  gleet  in  the  fpace  of 
thirty-two  days. 

From  the  number  of  cafes  that  I have 
feen  fimilar  to  the  preceding  ones  where  a 

M 2 ' frefh 
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frelh  infection  has  been  engrafted  upon  an 
old  gleet,  and  the  little  difficulty  generally 
experienced  in  removing  both  together,  I 
am  led  to  believe,  that  in  manyinftances,  the 
ftimulus'produced  by  the  venereal  virus,  has 
frequently  contributed  to  accelerate  the  cure 
of  the  gleet  ; and  particularly  fo,  when  it 
fixes  Immediately  upon  the  old  ulcer ; whofe 
callous  edges  may  thus  be  removed  more 
fpeedily  perhaps  than  by  any  other  means. 

A VERY  flrlklng  Inftance  of  this  kind 
will  be  found  in  the  fubfequent  cafe. 

CASE  XXIX. 

Four  years  fince,  a Linen-draper  in  the 
City,  after  haying  Ineffedtually  employed 
feveral  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  for  the  re- 
moval of  a venereal  gleet  which  had  troubled 
him  eight  years,  made  application  to  me  for 
the  fame  purpole.  I examined  the  urethra 
with  a bougie,  and  found  very  little  obftruc- 
tion  therein ; I then  enquired  into  the  differ- 
ent methods  of  cure  that  had  been  adopted 
by  his  other  furgeons,  to  which  he  replied. 
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that  after  going  through  feveral  mercurial 
courfes,  taking  a great  quantity  of  balfamics, 
and  ufing  a variety  of  aftringents  internally  as 
well  as  topically,  bougies  were  at  laft  recom- 
mended ; and  notwithfiianding  the  uninter- 
rupted application  of  them  for  foine  months, 
arid  the  ftridteft  regimen  at  the  fame  time 
being  obferved,  the  difeafe  dill, maintained 
its  ground.  Upon  further  enquiry,  I found 
that  m/ patient  was  a very  temperate  man, 
and  rather  of  a cold  phlegmatic  habit;  there- 
fore judged  that  an  alteration  in  his  mode 
of  living  might  be  of  ufe,  and  accordingly 
prefcribed  half  a pint  of  good  port  wine  to 
be  taken  every  day  after  dinner,  and  twice  or 
thrice  that  quantity  after  fupper.  1 likewife 
ordered  an  injedlion  to  be  ufed  night  and 
morning,  and  a few  internal  alteratives.  This 
plan  was  purfued  for  a fortnight  or  three 
weeks  without  producing  any  very  material 
alteration  in  the  difeafe;  his  fpirits  and  appe-r 
tite  however  were  greatly  benefited,  info- 
much  that  in  the  courfe  of  a week  or  ten 
days  longer  perfeverance  therein,  he  was  in- 
duced once  more  to  pay  his  devoirs  at  the 
Shrine  of  Venus,  and  there  again  became  a 

burnt-? 
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burnt-offering,  having  then  acquired  both 
^ clap  and  chancres.  His  reward  for  healing 
fire  (if  it  may  be  deemed  a theft)  differed 
widely  from  that  which  Prometheus  ex- 
perienced; for  to  his  great  joy  and  furprife, 
the  old  inveterate  gleet  was  radically  cured 
by  the  means  uled  to  remove  the  gonorrhasa 
and  chancres,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-eight 
days, 

I 

It  may  be  afked,  whether  no  fuccedane- 
nm,  can  be  Invented  to  anfwer  the  purpofe 
as  well  as  venereal  matter  ? To  which  I 
fhould  only  give  this  anfwer,  let  future  ex- 
periments and  obfervations  afcertain  that 
point.  It  may  likewife  be  fuggehed,  that  the 
fuppofed  advantages  accruing  from  this  frefh 
infection,  do  not  abfolutely  arife  therefrom, 
but  from  the  medicines  ufed  in  confequence 
of  it,  which  rhay  fa  correft  the  latent  acri- 
mony of  the  blood  and  juices,  as  to  effedl  a 
cure  merely  by  that  clrcumflance.  My  re- 
ply to  this  will  be,  that  I have  adminiftered 
the  fame  kind  of  medicines,  and  for  a longer 
time  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes,  previous  to  the 
new  infedlion.  It  may  then  perhaps  be  faid, 
that  they  were  not  continued  long  enough ; 
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be  it  fo ; or  at  this  rate  we  might  ga  oti 
ad  infinitum,  and  never  put  a period  to  our 
fnppofitions  ; we  will  therefore  leave  to 
practice  inftead  of  theory,  the  determination 
of  this  matter. 

CASE  XXX. 

t WAS  confulted  a few  years  ago  by  the 
Captain  of  a marching  regimgjit,  who  had 
been  afflided  many  years  with  obftrudions 
in  the  urethra — they  were  particularly  dif- 
treffing  to  him  during  the  late  war,  occafion- 
ing  repeated  fuppreflions  of  urine,  which  at 
length  became  fo  frequent,  as  to  oblige  him 
to  carry  a fmall  catheter,  or  a bougie  gene- 
rally in  his  pocket  ; unluckily,  however,  he 
was  unprovided  in  that  refpefl  once  upon 
a forced  march,  when  being  attacked  with 
a total  fuppreffion  of  urine,  and  having  no 
afiiftance  at  hand,  he  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  taking  a fmall  twig  from  a tree,  and 
after  properly  fliaping,  forced  it  through  the 
obftrudlions  into  the  bladder,  made  a paf- 
fage.  for  the  urine,  and  thereby  faved  his 
life,  which  had  often  been  in  the  moh:  im- 
minent danger  from  the  fame  caufe. 


At 
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At  the  time  he  applied  to  me  the  urethrct 
was  fo  much  obflruded  with  caruncles,  that 
I found  great  difficulty  in  paffing  the  fmalleft 
bougie,  and  therefore  recommended  the  im- 
mediate application  of  them:  his  anfvver  was, 

That  if  no  other  means  were  ufed,  he  was 
very  certain  no  cure  would  be  obtained,  hav- 
ing worn  bougies  at  times  for  fome  years  paftf’ 
I replied,  ‘‘That  internal  remedies  were  like- 
wife  Indifpenfably  neceffary  in  his  cafe,  by 
reafon  of  the  very  high  degree  of  feurvy  with 
which  he  was  'moft  evidently  infefted  ; his 
body  being  almoft  covered  with  puftules, 
boils  and  fcabs,  the  rankefl  of  the  kind  that 
I had  ever  feen.  Very  powerful  antlfcor- 
butics  were  therefore  liberally  admlniftered 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  bougie,  in  order 
to  corred  that  acrimony,  which  would 
otherwife  have  much  impeded,  if  not  en- 
tirely prevented  the  formation  of  a proper 
cicatrix.  The  difeharge  from  the  urethra 
was* very  plentiful  for  the  firfl  thiee  weeks, 
and  from  its  ffiarpnefs  fometimes  inflamed 
the  glans  penis  and  praeputium  as  well  as 
the  urinary  du6t,  but  was  kept  within 
bounds  by  the  ufe  of  emolient  and  cooling 
injeaions.  Thus,  was  the  urethra  entirely 

cleared 
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cleared  of  obftru6lions,  the  body  of  its 
acrimonious  humour,  and  in  lefs  than  four 
months  the  patient^s  health  perfedly  re- 
feftablilhed. 

CASE  XXXI. 

A Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Comrhons 
about  a year  ago  fent  for  me  on  account  of 
an  obftru£lion  in  the  urethra,  which  had 
troubled  him  fome  years,  and  of  late  pro- 
duced a frequent  inclination  to  make  urine, 
though  it  could  flow  now  only  in  a very 
fmall  flreaiTij  and  with  much  difficulty, 
from  the  encreafed  fize  of  the  carnofity. 
The  obftruflion  was  fo  great,  that  it  would 
not  admit  the  fmallefl:  bougie  to  pafs  it ; I 
therefore  contented  myfelf  with  introducing 
one  up  to  the  caruncle,  upon  which  it  made 
a gentle  prefllire,  being  properly  fixed  with 
a ligature  i I gave  dlreclions  for  its  being 
retained  in  the  fame  pofition  as  long  as 
poflible,  that  the  bougie  might  gradually 
either  infinuate  itfelf  through  this  flefhy 
fubftance,  or  elfe  flip  paft  it.  My  patient 
perfevered  in  the  method  I had  propofed 
for  the  fpace  of  near  eleven  hours,  when  he 
had  the  fatisfadion  of  perceiving  that  the 

N obftrudioii 
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obflru£tion  gave  way  to  the  bougie.  A fmall 
haemorrhage  enfued,  which  in  a few  minutes 
ceafed  of.itfelf — foon  afterwards  he  attemp- 
ted to  make  urine,  but  at  firft  found  the 
paflage  more  obflruded  than  ufual ; how"- 
ever,  upon  ftraining,  he  forced  out  fome- 
thing,  which  he  imagined  was  coagulated 
blood,  but  on  examination,  it  proved  to  be 
the  carnofity  itfelf — in  fhape  and  fize  it 
nearly  refembled  a pea,  and  was  compofed 
of  a tough  membranous  fubftanpe — the 
' balls  of  it  was  very  fmall,  as  will  be  readily 
conceived  from  its  being  fo  ealily  feparated. 
The  unufual  frequency  of  making  water 
immediately  ceafed  upon  the  removal  of  the 
excrefcence,  which  without  doubt  had  fo 
ftlmulated  the  parts  as  to  be  the  occafion 
of  it ; upon  the  fame  principle  I prefume 
as  any  extraneous  body  would  have  done. 
Ailringent  injedtions  now  became  neceflary 
to  procure  a firm  cicatrix  ; bougies  were 
likewife  frequently  introduced  to  preferve 
the  natural  diameter  of  the  urethra  in  that 
particular  part  ; and,  in  order  to  confirm 
the  cure,  thefe  applications  were  continued 
about  a week  or  ten  days. 


CASE 
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1 CASE  XXXII.  . 

• A Tradesman  in  Weftminfter,  was  for 
feveral  weeks  incommoded  with  a frequent 
'defire  to  void  urine,  which  at  length  en- 
creafed  to  fuch  a degree  as  to  prevent  his 
attendance  on  bufinefs : thus  circumflanced, 
he  became  mj  patient.  Upon  enquiry,  I 
found  that  he  had  not  been  fubje£t  to  either 
gravel  or  ftone,  nor  was  there  any  reafon  to 
fufpedl  that  infedlion  had  given  rife  to  the 
complainj:,  I then  propofed  to  examine  the 
urethra  with  a bougie,  but  was  prevented 
by  a wart  jull;  within  the  orifice;  that  ex- 
crefcence  I removed  with  fcifiTors,  and  de- 
flroyed  its  roots  with  an  efcharotic.  The 
patient  informed  me  next  day  that  he  no 
longer  felt  any  irritation  at  the  neck  of  his 
bladder,  nor  had  any  inclination  to  urine 
oftener  than  he  ufually  did  before  the  dif- 
order  took  place.  The  parts  foon  healed  ; 
and  he  has  been  fr.ee  from  Ifrangury  evey 
fince. 

Here  we  may  obferve,  that  a difeafe  at 
one  end  of  the  urethra,  will  produce  a dif- 
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agreeable  feiifation  at  the  other.  It  frcv 
quently  happens  that  a flone  in  the  bladder, 
when  it  preffes  in  a particular  diredlion,  will 
create  fuch  an  itching  at  the  glans  penis  and 
praeputium,  that  the  patient  cannot  refrain 
from  rubbing  and  pulling  thofe  parts. 

Excrescences  in  the  urethra fometimes 
affedl  very  materially  the  feminal  dudls,  a§ 

will  appear  in  fome  of  the  following  cafes. 

• ^ 

It  often  occurs,  even  in  claps,  that  the 
patient  thinks  his  difeafe  feated  in  one  part 
of  the  urethra,  when  it  happens  to  be  in 
another:  indeed  we  cannot  w’’onder  at  the 
many  inflances  of  very  great  fympathy  in 
thefe  parts,  when  w^  confider  their  ex- 
quifite  fenfibility. 

CASE  XXXIII, 

t 

A Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
had  many  years  laboured  under  a difficulty  of 
making  urine,  occasioned  by  excrefcences  in 
the  urethra,  th?  confequence  of  a long  con-. 

tinned  gleet.  He  had  had  frecj^uent  fuppref- 
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fions  of  urine  after  violent  exercife,  hard 
drinking,  or  excefles  of  any  kind  ; this  he 
deemed  merely  a temporary  inconvenience,  it 
having  generally  been  foon  removed  by  the 
introdudlion  of  a catheter  or  a bougie:  which 
circumftance  rendered  him  negligent  as  to 
the  making  of  proper  application  for  a radical 
cure.  However,  he  at  laft  fufFered  very 
feverely  for  his  inattention,  as  will  appear 
in  the  fequel.  In  the  month  of  June,  1 777, 
being  very  much  heated  with  exercife  and 
high  living,  he  was  attacked  by  his  old  com- 
plaint, (the  fuppreffion  of  urine)  and  recourfs 
was  immediately  had  to  the  former  expe- , 
dients,  but  the  inflammation  and  obftru£tion 
were  fo  great,  that  no  inftrument  could 
be  pafled  into  the  -bladder — his  furgeoii 
endeavoured  to  relieve  him  by  the  ufual 
means,  fuch  as  bleeding,  warm  bathing, 
terebinthinate  and  other  clyfters,  anodynes, 
&c.  but  they  proved  inefFedual.  After  the 
fuppreflion  had  continued  upwards  of  thirty 
hours,  he  determined  to  come  up  to  town, 
though  at  the  diftance  of  more  than  one 
hundred  miles-  The  anxiety  and  pain  that 
he  experienced  during  the  journey,  may  be 

better 
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better  imagined  than  defcrlbed.  On 
arrival  in  town  he  immediately  fent  for  me  : 
but,  half  an  hour  before  I faw  him,  the  uriiie 
had  forced  its  way  through  the  perinaeum,  a 
part  of  which,  and  of  the  adjoining  fcrotum, 
I found  in  a mortified  ftate.  The  mortification 
extended  at  leafb  fix  inches  in  circumference, 
\' 

From  the  pale  emaciated  afpe6l  of  my  pa- 
tient, I could  not  expert  any  great  affiftance 
from  his  conftitution,  which  by  his  own  ac- 
count had  been  much  impaired  by  a long 
fucceflion  of  irregularities.  His  age  did  not 
exceed  forty  years ; in  the  lafi:  ten  of  which 
he  had  been  frecjuently  attacked  with  fevere 
fits  of  the  gout.  All  thefe  circumftances 
confidered,  I could  not  form  the  moft  fa- 
vourable prognofis  ; however,  I was  parti- 
cularly careful,  that  my  opinion  fhould  not 
be  couched  in  fuch  terms  as  might  deprefs 
his  fpirits,  being  fully  aware  of  the  bad  con- 
fequences  that  frequently  enfue  from  the 
mind’s  influence  upon  the  body,  efpecially  in 
putrid  complaints.  Having  in  thefe  cafes  no 
time  to  lofe,  I immediately  proceeded  to  fca- 
rify  the  parts  as  deeply  as  the  nature  of  them- 

would 
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would  admit  of,  or  as  circumftances  required. 
After  ftuping  the  wound  extremely  well 
with  a I'pirituous  fomentation,  I applied  warm 
digehives,  and  over  them  (inftead  of  cata- 
plafm  of  any  kind)  foft  rags  moiftened  with 
camphorated  fpirits,  and  ordered  the  nurfe 
to  dip  a fpoiige  in  the  fame  every  h^lf  houf, 
and  fqueeze  it  over  the  dteffings  and  the 
neighbouring  parts,  in  order  to  prevent  as 
much  as  poflible  the  mortification  from  ex- 
tending itfelf  any  further.  The  dreffings  Were 
often  renewed,  on  account  of  the  urine’s 
flowing  fo  frequently  through  the  wound. 

As  Internal  antifeptics  were  llkewife  indif- 
penfably  neceffary,  I prefcribed  an  eledlary 
of  Peruvian  bark  and  Virginian  fnake-root, 
to  be  taken  as  often  and  in  as  large  dofes  as 
his  ftomach  would  bear,  and  that  it  lliould 
be  wafhed  down  with  camphorated  julep  or 
good  Port  wine,  of  both  which  I allowed 
him  to  take  very  freely.  His  liquors  were 
moft  of  them  acidulated  with  elixir  of  vi- 
triol, to  which  was  added  the  aromatic  tinc- 
ture, to  prevent  its  offending  the  ftomach, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to, render  it  more  cardiac. 

Thera 
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I'here  were  llkewife  prepared  for  him  ftrofig 
rich  foup?,  and  what  is  called  beef-tea,  of 
which  he  drank  plentifully.  Opiates,  were 
adminiftered  the  firfl  twelve  days,  and  at 
fultable  intervals,  clyflers  to  keep  his  bowels 
in  a proper  ftate.  By  thefe  means  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  mortification  was  foon  Impeded, 
and  in  a fhort  time  entirely  flopped.  The 
floughs  began  to  feparate  in  the  coUrfe  of 
twelve  days,  when  I thought  it  advifeable  to 
attempt  regaining  the  natural  paflage  for 
,the  urine,  the  whole  of  which  eonftantly 
. flowed  through  the  w'ound  ever  fince  it  had 

I firfl  made  an  outlet  that  way.  The  caruncles 

I in  the  urethra  madefo  much  refiflance,  that 

four  days  elapfed  before  the  fmalleft  bougie 
M could  be  palled  through  them  ; but  as  foon 

as  that  point  was  gained,  a bougie  was  con- 
i flantly  kept  in  the  urethra  both  night  and 

I day.  The  urine  by  this  method  loon  reco- 

I vered  the  natural  channel,  and  in  lefs  than  a 

|;  fortnight,  not  a drop  of  it  palfcd  through  the 

wound,  which  now  digelled  well,  and  in  a. 
I';  ' few  days  incarned,  and  foon  after  cicatrifed^ 

as  kindly  as  could  have  been  expedled.  By 
|j||  continuing  the  bougies  fix  weeks  longer,  the 

jifi  urethra 
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urethra  W£ls'  entirely  cleared  of  all  its  ob- 
ftru£lions,  and  the  parts  firmly  healed. 
Soon  afterwards,  my  patient  returned  to 
the  country  in  high  fpirits,  and  in  a much 
better  ftate  of  health  than  he  had  been  for 
many  preceding  monthsi 

SEMINAL  GLEET, 

Having  hitherto  made  little  or  no  men- 
tion of  the  femlnal  gleet,  I will  now  offer  a 
few  obfervatlons  upon  the  origin  of  that  dif- 
eafe,  and  produce  fome  particular  cafes,  both 
to  illufirate  the  fubjeft,  and  recommend  a 
method  of  cure  that  has  frequently  fucceed- 
ed  after  every  other  had  proved  ineffectual. 

That  feminal  gleets  or  weakneffes  (call 
them  by  which  name  you  pleafe)  are  of  all 
others,  the  mofi:  difficult  to  cure,  I prefumcj 
will  not  be  controverted  by  any  experienced 
practitioner;  this  difficulty  will  be  encreafed 
in  proportion  to  the  immediate  caufe  of  the 
dlfeafe,  and  the  contingencies  that  may  at- 
tend it,  the  habit  of  body,  mode  of  living, 
climate,  profeffion  or  occupation,  &c.  of  the 
. ' O patient. 
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patient*  The  difeafe  may  arlfe  from  thofe 
excrefcences  iii  the  urethraj  which  we  term 
caruncles,  carnofities,  &c.  and  it  is  fome- 
tirnes  occafioned  by  the  deftrudion  of  that 
natural  caruncle,  the  caput gallinagims  ure^ 
thra.  , It  originates  likewife  from  an  acri- 
monious ftate  of  the  blood  and  juices.  Some- 
times it  is  produced  by  a general  relaxation 
of  the  whole  frame,  from  ^whatever  caufe 
foever  that  may  take  its  rife,  whether  from 
a feries  of  debaucheries,  exceffive  venery, 
felf-pollution,  &c.  &c. 

In  fome  of  the  foregoing  cafes,  I have 
demonftrated  that  an  excrefcence  in  the  ure- 
thra will  flimulate  the  bladder  (though  at 
the  diflance  of  fome  inches)  to  fuch  a de- 
gree as  to  bring  on  a frequent  inclination  to 
evacuate  its  contents ; and  when  that  flimu- 
lus  happens  to  fix  upon  the  feminal  dudls, 
the  refervoirs,  or  the  teflicles  themlelves, 
fimllar  effedls  muft  naturally  be  expedled. 
After  the  feminab  have  been  thus  fllmu- 
lated  for  a length  of  time,  their  retentive 
faculties  muft  indubitably  become  fo'  much 
impaired  and  weakened,  as  to  admit  of  very 

' " ■ frequent 
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frequent  and  Involuntary  emiffions.  The 
fame  confequences  may  alfo  be  expe£led, 
when  the  blood  is  much  impregnated  with 
acrimony  of  any  kind,  and  a confiderable 
lliare  of  it  falls  upon  any  particular  organ 
(a  gland  for  inftance,  or  its  excretory  dudt) 
the  irritation  thereby  produced  mull:  excite 
an  unnatural  fecretion,  as  well  as  expulfion 
of  that  particular  fluid,  and  will  at  the  fame 
time  alter  the  quality  of  it.  A long  con- 
tinued repetition  of  this  flimulus  gradually 
relaxes  the  mouths  of  the  excretory  dudts, 
together  with  their  valves  or  fphiii6lers, 
thofe  natural  obftacles  to  involuntary  eva- 
cuations ; in  fine,  they  entirely  lofe  their 
original  powers  of  retention,  and  the 'fluid 
is  frequently  difcharging  itfelf,  almofl:  as 
foon  as  fecerned  ; or  upon  the  leaf!  exertion 
in  making  urine  or  going  to  fliool,  fuppoflng 
the  feminal  veflels  to  have  been  thus  vifited 
by  the  acrimonious  humour. 

CASE  XXXIV. 

An  Officer  in  the  Navy  after  having  la- 
boured under  a feminal  gleet  for  flx  years 
and  upwards,  put  himfelf  under  my  care  a- 
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bout  two  years  and  a half  fince.-  His  fpirits, 
flrength,  appetite,  &c.  were  greatly  reduced, 
infomuch,  that  he  was  threatened  with  a to- 
tal lofs  of  virility.  After  interrogating  him 
as  to  the  caufe  of  his  difeafe,  I examined  the 
urethra  wdth  a bougie,  and  found  it  perfe£lly 
free  from  obftru6lion ; I then  infpeded  the 
colour  and  confidence ~of  the  difcharge,  and 
foon  perceived  that  it  had  loft  its  natural 
texture,  and  feemed  to  abound  with  acrimo- 
ny, which  upon  further  enquiry  proved  to 
be  fcorbutic.  He  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  much  afftidled  with  the  feu  i vy  for  fome 
years  previous  to  the  appearance  of  his  pre- 
I'ent  complaint.  Having  now  inveftigated  the 
caufe  of  the  difeafe,  I had  but  little  difficulty 
to  apprehend  in  performing  the  cure  of  it ; 
as  my  patient,  from  his  appearance  as  well 
as  promifes,  perfuaded  me,  that  nothing  on 
his  part  would  be  wanting  for  the  completion 
of  it.  I had  not  formed  a wrong  conjedlure; 
for  with  the  greateft  regularity  and  attention 
he  perfevered  in  a courfe  of  antlfcorbutlcs, 
which  in  a few  months  entirely  removed  his 
gleet,  and  at ( the  fame  time  perfectly  re- 
(eftabllftied  his  health  in  every  other  refpedl. 

CASE. 
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CASE  XXXV. 

A Gentleman  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  applied  to  me  two  years  ago,  on  account 
of  afeminal  gleet,  to  which  at  times  he  had 
been  for  fome  years  fubjedi,  though  at  inter- 
vals entirely  free  from  it ; his  vigour  there- 
fore was  not  very  much  impaired  thereby, 
but  as  the  returns  of  the  complaint,  had  of 
late  been  more  frequent  than  ufual,  he  be- 
gan to  be  very  apprehenlive  of  confequences. 
Upon  examination,  I found  that  the  caufe  of 
this  gleet  might  be  truly  deemed  arthritic ; 
it  was  indeed  fufficiently  evident  from  the 
appearance  of  the  difcharge,  and  the  patient’s 
own  account  of  his  cafe.  The  femen  was 
loaded  with  a cretaceous  matter,  limilar  to 
the  chalk  ftones  produced  by  the  gout ; in 
proof  of  which  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  afflidted  with  the  gout  many  years, 
chalk  Hones  had  appeared  on  his  feet,  but 
that  no  more  of  them  had  formed  after  the 
cretaceous  matter  found  its  way  to  the  fper- 
matic  veffels,  and  (as  he  very  rationally  fup- 
pofed,)  difcharged  itfelfwith  the  femen  ever 
fince  that  period,'  Being  perfedlly  fenfible 
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thd.t  tlic  difeafe  originated  froii^  the  gout,  I 
recommended  patience,  and  a refignation  to 
his  fate.  This  prefcription  not  fatisfying  him, 
I promifed  to  confider  further  upon  his  cafe, 
and  exert  my  heft  abilities  to  ferve  him. 
After  a little  refledion,  there  occurred  to  my 
memory  the  cafe  of  a gentleman,  who  fome 
years  fince  employed  me  to  cure  him  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  as  he  was  greatly  afflict 
ted  with  the  gout,  requefted  very  earnelfly 
that  r would  not  give  him  the  leaft  particle 
of  mercury ; I acquiefced  therewith,  and  in 
the  coiirfe  of  a few  weeks  removed  his  corn- 
plaint,  merely  by  the  ufe  of  vegetables, 

Sometime  afterwards  he  Informed  me, 
that  thefe  medicines  had  fo  purified  his  blood 
and  juices,  that  the  gout  had  not  vihted  him 
fo  frequently  as  ufual,  and  the  paroxyfms 
were  much  milder  and  .of  fliorter  duration 
than  they  formerly  had  been.  He  has  there- 
fore taken  the  medicine  fince  that  time  as  an  . 
anti-arthritic.  The  recolledion  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  induced  me  to  adminifler  reme-i 
dies  of  a fimilar  kind  for  the  cure  of  this 
arthritic  gleet;  and  I had  foon  the  iatisfadion 
, of 


[ IG3  ] 

of  perceiving  that  the  difcharge  gradually 
decreafed,  and  was  lefs  and  lefs  impregnated 
with  the  chalk,  until  it  entirely  difappeared, 
which  happened  in  about  two  months  : I 
advifed  iieverthelefs  a continuance  of  the 
medicines  fometime  longer  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a relapfe.  The  medicines  ufed  upon 
this  occafion  were,  diuretics  and  diaphore- 
tics, in  the  compofition  of  which,  camphor 
was  no  inconfiderable  Ingredient. 

Before  we  difmifs  the  fubjedl,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  mention  fome  other  difl- 
orders,  to  which  the  organs  of  generation 
' are  liable  from  this  arthritic  acrimony.  I 
have  been  informed,  from  very  good  autho- 
rity, of  priapifms  originating  from  the  fame 
fource  ; one  in  particular,  of  a gentleman  in 
the  county  of  Surry,  which  is  faid  to  have 
continued  an  Incredible  length  of  time. 
Inftances  I have  myfelf  feen  where  the  gout 
had  produced  tumefadlions  of  the  tefticles, 
to  as  high  a degree  as  thole  in  venereal  cafes, 
and  which,  like  them,  have  been  removed 
by  difcutient  fomentations,  and  emollient 
cataplafms,  affifted  with  powerful  fudorifics 

'internally. 
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internally.  • In  thefe  cafes  opiates  likewile 
may  repeatedly  be  adminlljered  to  very  great 
advantage. 

CASE  XXXVI; 

About  eighteen  months  fince,  I was 
confulted  by  an  eminent  Artift  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  London,  who  had  for  many  years 
been  troubled  with  a gleet  and  obflrudions 
in  the  urinary  paflage,  occalioned  by  a clap 
which  was  contraded  eleven  years  before. 
There  had  been,  ever  fince  that  period,  a 
dlfcharge  of  yellowilh  matter  that  might 
be  faid  to  ebb  and  flow,  being  very  copious 
at  one  time,  and  quite  the  reverfe  at  others  5 
excels  of  any  kind,  never  failed  to  encreafe 
it  very  confiderably.  Within  the  laft  three 
years  he  perceived  the  urethra  to  be  ma- 
terially obftru(Sled,  and  from  that  time  a 
new  fymptom  made  its  appearance,  name- 
ly, a mixture  of  femen  with  the  old  run* 
ning ; in  proportion  to  the  encreafe  of 
the  caruncles,  the  femlnal  difcharge  be- 
came more  plentiful,  infomuch  that  dur- 
ing the  laft  four  or  five  months,  he  very 

feldom  made  urine  or  went  to  ftool,  without 

a confi- 


[ 105  ] 

a considerable  quantity  of  feed  being  evacu- 
ated at  the  fame  time.  He  informed  me  of 
his  having  taken  large  quantities  of  the  moft 
bracing  and  ftrengthening  medicines,  but 
with  no  other  effedt,  than  a temporary  pal- 
liation of  the  Symptoms.  The  long  con- 
tinuation of  the  difeafe,  added  to  a clofe  at- 
tention to  bufinefs,  made  terrible  havock 
with  his  conftitution,  reduced  him  almoft 
to  a fkeleton,  and  relaxed  his  nerves  to 
fuch  a degree,  as  to  render  life  bufthen- 
fome  in  the  extreme.  The  excrefcences 
had  fo  choaked  up  the  urethra,  that  the 
fmalleft  bougie  could  not  be  pafled  with- 
out great  difficulty.  I began  his  cure,  by 
attempting  to  remove  thefe  obftrudlions,  be- 
ing fully  Convinced  that  no  medicine  could 
be  of  ufe  till  that  was  effected.  I advifed 
him  to  wear  a bougie  both  night  and  day, 
and  for  as  many  hours  together  as  the  parts 
would  admit  of,  without  occahoning  pain  or 
lofs  of  reft.  His  bowels  were  at  the  fame 
time  kept  in  proper  order  by  the  ufe  of 
gentle  aperients : to  which  circumftance  it 
will  always  be  found  indifpenfably  neceftary 
to  attend  in  every  complaint  of  this  nature, 
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both  ill  order  to  prevent  inflammation,  and 
to  obviate  any  material  exertion  in  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  faeces.  His  diet  was  ’of  the 
moft  nutritious  kind,  but  as  he  at  firft  had 
little  or  no  appetite,  I gave  him  flrong  de- 
codtions  of  the  woods,  which  foon  procured 
one,  and  at  the  fame  time  corredled  any 
latent  acrimonious  humours : after  which. 
Corroborants  and  reflor^tives  were  admi- 
nlftered  with  the  greateft  fuccefs.  By  thefe 
means,  at  the  expiration  of  four  months,  he 
ivas  fo  far  recovered  as  to  imagine  himfelf 
cured ; the  medicines  * however  were  con- 
tinued feven  or  eight  weeks  longer,  by 
which  time  his  health  was  perfedlly  re^- 
eftablhhed. 

CASE  XXXVII. 

Almost  fimilar  to  the  preceding  cafe, 
was  that  of  a Gentleman  in  the  County  of 
Cambridge,  who  had  been  afflidled  for  fe- 
veral  years  with  a femlnal  gleet,  and  had 
taken  a great  quantity  of  medicines  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  without  receiving  any  mate- 
rial benefit — a circumftance'not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  when  we  confider  that  the  caufe 

of 
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of  the  difenfe  had  not  hitherto  been  imdet- 
flood,  no  attention  having  been  paid  to  a 
caruncle  in  the  urethra,  which  at  lafl  en- 
creafed  fo  much,  as  almofl  entirely  to  pre- 
vent the  pafliisg  of  his  urine  ; upon  this 
account  it  was  that  he  made  application  to 
me,  having  long'  before  given  - up  all  ex- 
pedlation  of  removing  the  feminal  gleet, 
every  effort  for  that  purpofe  having  fo  re- 
peatedly proved  abortive.  Luckily  how- 
ever, the  floppage  of  urine  obliged  him  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  only  method  that  could 
poffibly  remedy  his  old  difoider.  By  nfing 
bougies,  the  urethra  was  cleared  of  ob- 
flrudlioii  ill  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks,  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  feminal  dif- 
charge  gradually  abated,  and  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fomc  Internal  bracers,  a radical 
cure  was  effedled  in  lefs  than  five  months. 

CASE  XXXVIll. 

A Gentleman,  in  the  weflern  Part  of 
England,  became  my  patient  three  years 
fince,  in  confequence  of  a feminal  weaknels 
or  gleet,  which  had  been  his  companion  for 
thirteen  years,  and  was  at  length  very  near 
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putting  a period  to  his  exigence,  notwith- 
ftanding  a long  continued  ufe  of  the  moft 
powerful  reftoratlves  both  in  medicine  and 
diet,  which  had  been  prefcribed  for  him  by 
feveral  eminent  pradtitioners. 

H E had  taken  aftrlngents,  balfamics, ' 
ftrengtheners  and  bracers  of  almoft  every 
kind,  large  quantities  of  bark,  fieel,  gin- 
fang,  &c.  &c.  nor  was  the  cold  bath  omit- 
ted, which  in  the  beginning,  he  faid,  af- 
forded a temporary  relief,  but  after  a few 
months  ufe  entirely  loft  its  effed.  The 
difeafe  had  rendered  him  fo  weak,  as  to  be 
fcarce  able  to  walk  or  ftand  upright,  and 
his  fpirits  were  likewife  proportionably  de- 
prefled.  He  informed  me,  that  his  prefent 
complaints  took  their  rife  from  a clap  con- 
tradled^upwards  of  thirteen  years  fince,  that 
it  was  not  attended  with  much  pain  or  in- 
flammation, nor  were  any  of  the  fymp- 
toms  fuch,  as  indicated  any  high  degree  of 
virulence;  his  furgeon,  however,  had.fup- 
plied  him  very  liberally  with  mercurials 
and  draftic  purges,  and  had  continued  them 
feme  weeks,  by  which  means  his  appetite, 

ftrength, 
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ftrengtl),  &c.  were  much  impaired,  and  a 
gleet  enfued,  which  from  a venereal,  dege- 
nerated into  a feminal  one.  Frequent  noc- 
turnal emiffions  of  femen  interrupted  his 
fleep,  and  a difcharge  of  the  fame  kind  ge- 
nerally happened  whenever  he  rnade  urine 
or  went  to  ftool.  After  having  given  this 
account,  he  requeued  to  have  my  opinion 
upon  his  cafe.  My  anfwer  was ; that  from 
the  long  continuance  of  the  venereal  gleet,  I 
fufpefled  fome  excrefcence  had  formed  in 
the  urethra,  and  ihould  that  be  the  cafe,  I 
doubted  not  of  rendering  him  very  effential 
fervice.  He  replied,  “ That  he  did  not  ima- 
gine there  could  be  any  material  obftruftion. 
in  the  paflage,  as  his  urine  flowed  almofl;  as 
well  as  ever ; but  that  it  did  not  pafs  quite  fo 
freely,  which  he  attributed  wholly  to  the 
debility  of  the  parts.  However,  upon  ex- 
amination with  a bougie,  I found  a caruncle 
about  four  inches  up  the  urethra,  which,  in 
that  place  diminifhedits  diameter  nearly  one 
third  part;  the  reft  of  the  canal  was  per- 
fectly free  from  either  ftriClure  or  any  other 
obflruClion  : this  difcovery  gave  my  patient 
much  pleafure,  and  at  the  fame  time  great 
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furprlle,  that  fuch  a fubftance  ftiould  be 
formed  without  his  perceiving  it ; that  was 
a circumftance,  I told  him,  which  frequent- 
ly occurred,  and  might  be  very  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  by  only  refleding  upon  the 
very  flow,  gradual  progrefs  of  thefe  car- 
iiofities ; in  the  prefent  infl:ance  above  twelve 
years  had  elapfed  during  the  formation  of 
a very  fmall  one.  I then  advifed  him  to 
enter  upon  the  ufe  of  bougies ; and  that 
they  fliould  remain  in  the  urethra  as  many 
hours  as  poflible,  both  night  and  day,  pro- 
vided neither  pain  nor  inflammation  enfued, 
to  prevent  which,  as  Well  as  too  great  efforts 
in  difcharging  the  faeces ; his  body  was  kept 
rather  in  a laxative  flate  than  otherwife,  by ' 
taking  occaflonally  flos  fulphuris,  magnefia 
alba,  or  eledfarium  lenitivum.  In  the  courfe 
of  a week  he  was  able  to  wear  the  bougies 
twelve  hours  lii  the  twenty-four  ; by  which 
means  a copiouf  difcharge  of  matter  was 
produced,  and  in  proportion  to  that,  did  the 
caruncle  decreafe,  and  the  femlnal  evacua- 
tion abate.  In  lefs  than  a month  the  carnofity 
was  removed,  and  with  it  the  flimulus  which 
had  operated  fo  powerfully  upon  the  fperma- 
tic  veffels,  &c.  At  this  time  1 thought  cor- 
roborative 
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roborative  medicines  would  take  the  defired 
efFe£l,  I accordingly  adminiflered  them  in  as 
large  dofes,  and  as  repeatedly  as  his  ftomacli 
would  bear,  his  diet  was  likewife  of  the  moft 
nutritious  kind,  and  as  fimple  as  poffible,  all 
high  feafoned  fauces,  &c.  being  ftudioufly 
avoided,  together  with  fpirituous  liquors, 
and  vegetable  acids.  By  the  above  method 
this  gentleman  was  reftored  toperfedl  health 
•in  thefpace  of  eight  months ; he  married  fopn 
after,  and  has  got  an  heir  to  his  edate. 

In  thefe  cafes  I always  recommend  animal 
food,  or  a meat  diet  in  preference  to  any 
other : aqd  when  the  flomach  is  too  weak  to 
admit  of  it  in  fubftance,  ftrong  foups  or 
broths  muft  be  extracted  from  it,  and  taken 
very  liberally.  After  meals,  a glafs  or  two  of 
good  old  Madeira  or  Mountain  wine  may  b.e 
drank,  and  will  generally  prove  beneficial. 
Moderate  exercife  will  likewife  be  ufeful,, 
but  great  care  muft  be  had  that  it  never 
amounts  to  fatigue.  The  patient  fhould  be 
thinly  clad  both  night  and  day ; rife  early, 
and  go  to  bed  the  fame.  In  fine,  the  fame 
jregimen  may  be  obferved  in  thefe  complaints 
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as  is  generally  recommended  in  thofe  termed 
nervous. 

All  excrefcences  or  carnofitles  in  the  ure- 
thra have  not  a venereal  origin,  that,  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  glandulous  membrane, 
may  certainly  produce  them  from  foine  other 
caufes;  among  which,  coarfe gravel  and  fmall 
rougher  fharp  ftones palling  through  this  tube 
may  Ibmetimes  occalion  them.  An  inftance 
of  this -kind  I remember  to  have  feen  in  a 
Kentilh  farmer,  who  applied  to  me  on  account 
of  obftrudlions  in  the  urethra,  which  could 
not  be  fuppoled  to  arife  from  any  venereal 
caufe,  as  he  folemnly  declared,  that  he  had 
never  been  foinfedted.  He  had  however  fre- 
quently voided  gravel  or  ftones  with  his  urine, 
which,  I make  not  the  leaft  doubt,  gave  rife 
to  the  excrefcences,  from  having  wounded 
the  membrane,  "which  afterwards  healed,  but 
not  without  producing  thefe  fungi. 

The  glandulous  membrane  that  lines  the 
nofe,  we  know  will  fometimes  fend  forth 
excrefcences  named  polypi,  independent  of 
any  venereal  matter  whatever. 

Before 
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BEForxE  we  clofe  our  obrcrvations  upon 
gleets  and  weaknefles,  let  us  turn  our 
thoughts -upon  thofe  which  are  peculiar  to 
the  fair  fex. 

The  leucorrhaea,  fluor  albus,  or  the  dif- 
eafe  vulgarly  termed  the  whites,  though 
often  with  very  great  impropriety,  the  dif- 
charge  being  at  times  as  high  coloured  as 
that  produced  by  the  venereal  virus  itfelf. 
This  gleet  is  the  caufe  of  many  diibrders, 
and  as  frequently  the  confequence  of  others. 
It  fometimes  arifes  merely  from  a cacochy- 
mia,  at  others  from  prqfluvium  menjium^ 
bad  labours,  mifcarriages,  a general  relaxa- 
tion, immoderate  venery,  acrimonious  hu- 
mours, &c.  When  this  difcharge  is  very 
copious  and  of  long  duration,  it  produces 
many  difagreeable  (if  not  fatal)  effedls  : it 
may  give  rife  to  the  whole  tribe  of  what 
are  called  nervous  complaints,  hyfterics,&c. 
and  may  fometimes  occafion  an  atrophy  or 
confumption. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  they  are  mod; 
fubje<5t  to  this  diforder,  who  apparently  are 

the 
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the  lead  able  to  fudaln  It,  namely,  thofe  of 
the  mod  delicate  frames  and  conditutions. 
A fedentary  mode  of  living,  improper  diet, 
too  much  cloathing,  bed-warming  and  tea- 
drinking,  contribute  greatly  to  encreafe,  if 
not  to  produce,  this  difeafe : the  ufe  of 
drong  liquors  (I  am  afraid)  may  fometimes 
be  added  to  the  catalogue  of  caufes. 

From  a defire  of  becoming  more  deli- 
cate, many  good  conditutions  "have  been 
greatly  injured,  (if  not  entirely  ruined)  by 
the  too  frequent  repetition  of  phlebotomy 
and  drong  cathartics. 

The  pudenda  of  each  fex  being  generally 
very  much  benefited  by  cold  bathing,  why, 

I 

in  the  name  of  common  fenfe,  is  it  not  more 
frequently  pradlifed  ? Women,  in  particular, 
would  derive  infinite  advantage  from  wadi- 
ing  thefe  parts  regularly  night  and  morning 
with  cold  water,  except  at  the  time  of 
mendruatioiv;  as  I believe  that  few  things 
would  tend  more  to  prevent  the  difeafe  in 
quedioii  than  thefe  ablutions,  if  properly 
purfued.  An  immerfion  of  the  whole  body 

would 
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would  certainly  be  preferable  to  a partial 
bath,  but  as  the  former  is  not  always  prac- 
ticable, and  is  generally  attended  with  great 
trouble  and  inconvenience,  we  muft  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  the  latter,  provided  it 
be  diligently  perfifled  in. 

Certain  fedls  are  ftridlly  enjoined  to 
make  frequent  ablutions,  as  a ceremony  or 
duty  incumbent  on  the  profeflbrs  of  Inch 
religions;  a cuftom,  however,  of  this  kind, 
(if  viewed  only  in  a temporal’  light)  mull: 
be  highly  beneficial  to  fociety. 

Can  any  good  reafon  be  affigned,  why 
the  external  parts  of  generation  fhould  not 
be  as  often  wafhed  as  our  faces,  they  mull: 
certainly  require  it  as  frequently,  although 
feldom  expofed  to  view  ? Courtefans  (for 
more  reafons  than  one)  are  the  ftridlefl:  ob- 
fervers  of  this  falutary  cuftom. 

The  great  difficulty  attending  the  cure 
of  the  fluor  albus,  may  in  fome  degree  be 
afcribed  to  the  very  lax  texture  and  de- 
pending fituation  of  the  parts  fubjedt  to  this 
difcharge. 
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In  the  cure  of  female  gleets,  Vv^e  muft  ad- 
miniftei\fuch  alteratives  as  will  remove  any 
latent  acrimony,  and  at  the  fame  time  re- 
commend the  moft  nutritious  diet,  together 
with  a proper  regulation  of  the  other  non- 
naturals. After  the  blood  and  juices  fliall 
have  been  fufficiently  purified  by  the  means 
^bovem^ntioned  ; then  may  balfamlcs  and 
aftringents  be  ufed  to  great  advantage.  ^ Be 
it  remembered  alfo,  that  we  muft  not  rely 
folely  upon  internals,  for  it  will  generally  be 
found  necelTary  to  ufe  topical  applications 
at  the  fame  time,  viz,,  lotions  and  injedions, 
which  muft  be  compofed  of  the  moft  pow- 
erful aftringents.  ' The  cold  bath  will  like- 
wife  be  of  fervice,  where  unfound  vifcera  or 

I 

very  great  tendernefs  of  lungs  do  not  pro- 

I 

hibit  the  ufe  of  it.  The  alteratives  recom- 
xnended  in  the  former  part  of  this  EfiTay 
will,  upon  trial,  be  allowed  the  moft  ef^ca- 
cious  ones  in  the  prefent  complaint.  Opiates, 
ill  many  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  may  likewlfe 
be  adminiftered  to  very  great  advantage, 
provided  they  be  fo  correded,  as  to  obviate 
^ny  material  conftlpation  of  body. 

* • • * I 
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Of  all  the  non-naturals,  a due  regulation 
of  the  paffions  muft  be  very  ftriaiy  attend- 
ed to ; nay,  it  will  be  found  indifpenfably 
neceffary,  as  without  it  n6  cure  will  ever 
be  obtained  ; indeed,  it  will  generally  prove 
one  grand  effentlal  in  the  cure  of  many 
female  complaints. 

That  the  vagina  uteri,  and  its  vicinities 
are  very  liable  to  great  defluftions  is  fuffi- 
ciently  evident  from  the  difeafe  juft  now- 
mentioned,  which  in  general  does  not 
make  its  appearance  before  the  age  of  pu- 
berty : fome  females  however,  even  in  the 
infant  ftate,  experience  fo  great  a flow  of 
humours  as  to  produce  a difcharge,  in 
colour,  not  unlike  the  gonorrhasal  one,  and 
frequently  acrimonious  enough,  to  occafion 
much  inflammation,  pain,  and  tumefaction 
in  thefe  parts.  Several  inftances  of  this 
kind  have  fallen  under  my  inlpeClion,  and 
upon  enquiry,  I have  generally  found  that 
the  complaint  arofe  from  either  a fcorbutic 
or  a fcrophulous  humour.  Emollient  fo- 
mentations and  cataplafms,  aliifted  with 
geptle  purgatives,  and  mild  alterants,  will 
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foon  abate  the  fymptoms,  which  generally 
difappear  in  the  courfe  of  a few  days;  ef- 
pecially  if  the  difcharge  has  been  rather 
copious  in  the  beginning. 

I 

To  prevent  a relapfe,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  keep  the  inteftines  in  a laxative  ftate, 
which  may  be  eafily  effeded  by  the  ufe  of 
lac  fulphuris,  or  magnefia  alba ; the  pre- 
ference however  miifl;  be  given  to  the  for- 
mer, as  it  will  at  the  fame  time  prove  no 
infignificant  alterative. 

The  moft  obftinate  cafes  are  fuch  as  de- 
rive their  origin  from  a leprous  humour, 
one  of  thefe  I remember  to  have  leen ; it 
was  attended  with  a very  high  degree  of 
inflammation,  and  required  vensefedfion, 
opiates  and  cathartics,  together  with  the 
mofl;  powerful  internal  alteratives,  and  ex- 
ternal emollients.  A compofition  of  cam- 
phor, antimony  and  fulphur,  was  in  this 
cafe  extremely  ufeful ; the  cure  indeed 
might  with  juflice  be  wholly  aferibed  to 
it ; every  other  medicine  having  proved  in- 
eifedtual. 
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The  cure  of  gleets  and  weaknefles  in 
cither  fex,  will  generally  require  a confider- 
able  time,  but  if  the  methods  I have  re- 
commended put  in  praftice,  and  pro- 
perly purfued,  I am  firmly  perfuaded  that 
they  will  very  feldom  fail  of  fuccefs. 
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